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do. We are confronted by an insidious
organisation and we have to put a stop to
Its advance.

If we have people In our midst who are
traitors, they should be treated as such.
We do not permit a, thief to come into our
homes day after day and steal our belong-
ings. We take steps to prevent him, and
we must do the same to combat this men-
ace. The sooner the people of Australia
appreciate the danger of the position, the
better off we shall be. There will be
opportunities during the session to dis-
cuss other matters, and I shall defer fur-
thier comment until then. As a final word.
I would say that the Governor's Speech im-
presses me as being so much repetition and
resurrection.

On motion by Ron. A. F. Griffith, de-
bate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. 0.
Fraser-West); I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
till Tuesday the 29th June, at 4.30 p.m.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.27 p.m.
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QUESTIONS.

WUNDOWIE IRON.
As to Exports and Prices.

Mr. McCtJLLOCH asked the Minister for
Industrial Development:

(1) Are special grades of Iron produced
at Wundowie being exported to overseas
countries?

(2) If the answer to No. (1) Is in the
affirmative,-

(a) to what countries is the export
being made;

(b) what is the quantity to each re-
spective country:,

(c) what price is being received for
similar grades to each country?

(3) What price is received from Aus-
tralian firms for a similar grade of iron?

(4) Does the supply of pig-iron pro-
duced at Wundowle meet alt demands, or
Is there a current production surplus?.

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) and (b) During the past year

exports were made as follows:-Japan * 370
tons: Hong Kong, 485 tons: U.S.A., 500
tons: Italy, 100 tons; Germany, 50 tons:
N.Z., 100 tons: Indonesia, 200 tons: East-
ern States, 350 tons.

(c) Prices are confidential as they are
subject to current trading.

(3) Grades are not comparable.
(4)Yes. All local demands are met and

an export market is being developed for
the surplus.

EDUCATION.

(a) As to Swanbourne School Accom-
modtation and Recreation Area.

H-on. C. F. J. NORTH asked the Minister
for Education:

(1) is there any room in the Swan-
bourne school area for the erection of fur-
ther classrooms?

(2) Is it considered that the present ac-
commodation is sufficient for the pupils
now attending?

(3) Have plans been prepared to improve
the recreation area?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes; but only at the cost of reduc-

ing the already limited area available for
recreational purposes.

(2) No; however, only one small class is
not accommodated in a standard class-
room. It is Intended to relieve this posi-
tion at the end of the year.

(3) Yes;, and it is hoped to implement
them in the coming financial year.

(b) As to High School Subjects and
University Examinations.

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) What subjects are taught at all-
(a) Junior high schools, 1st class;
(b) Junior high schools, 2nd class?

(2) What are the minimum require-
ments of-

(a) Leaving certificate examination:,
(b) Matriculation or entrance to the

University examination?
'The MINISTER replied:
(1) (a) English, mathematics, history,

geography, scripture, health education.
physical education, art, music, home
science, manual training and technical
drawing.

(b) English, mathematics, history.
geography, scripture, health education,
physical education, art and science.

Where facilities exist home science,
manual training and technical drawing are
also taken.

(2) (a) English and three otber sub-
jects.

(b) At present English and four other
subjects.

From 1956 the following regulations will
govern matriculation:-

I. The subjects for matriculation
shall consist of the following at leaving
standard:-

(i) English.
(ii) French, German, Greek, He-

brew. Italian, Latin, Spanish
or any other language from
time to time approved by the
board.

0Iii) Geography, history.
(iv) Mathematics A, mathematics

B, music.
(v) Biology, chemistry, geology.

physics.
U1. Subject to section 3 hereof in

order to matriculate, candidates must
at one examination pass in English
and in not less than four other sub-
jects chosen from at least three of the
groups (ii), (III), (iv) and (v). For
the purpose of this regulation the
Leaving certificate examination and
the following matriculation examina-
tion shall be counted as one examina-
tion provided that only candidates who
have passed in not less than four pre-
scribed subjects at the Leaving certi-
ficate examination shall be permitted
to complete the matriculation require-
ments at the following matriculation
examination.

Ill. Candidates may matriculate
by passing at not more than two
examinations in the appropriate num-
ber of subjects required by section 2
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if they have left school before the
commencement of the year in which
the first of such examinations is taken
and have since that time been gain-
fully employed. For the purpose of
this regulation the Leaving certificate
examination and the matriculation
shall be regarded as separate exam-
inations.

Ron. Sir Ross McLarty: A short, pithy
reply!

(c) As to High School for Shenten Park.
Mr. COURT asked the Minister for Edu-

cation:
Is it possible, at this juncture, to give

an indication of the approximate year when
the high school, to be built at the north-
east corner of Smythe and Aberdare-rds..
Shenton Park, is scheduled for commence-
ment?

The MINISTER replied:
No, it is not possible.

(d) As to Site for New School, Swan View.
Mr. OWEN asked the Minister for Edu-

cation:
(1) Has a suitable site for a new school

at Swan View been selected?
(2) What are the areas that will be

served by this school?
(3) When will work on this school be put

In hand?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) A site Is in course of selection at

present.
(2) Swan View and the residential area

to the north and east, and south up to the
Bellevue-Swan View railway.

(3) When it is known what loan moneys
are available for school buildings in the
next financial year. the priority of Swan
View for a building will be considered
among all other places needing additional
school accommodation.

RAILWAYS.
(a) As to Suburban Diesel Service.

Hon. C. F, J. NORTH asked the Minister
for Railways:

(1) What improvement in running time
is expected as a result of tests with the
new suburban diesel train?

(2) Could an appreciable saving in the
overall schedule be effected if speedy in-
gress and egress of vehicles was encour-
aged.

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Perth-Premiantle, five minutes: Fre-

mantle-Perth, five minutes; Perth-Bellevue,
three minutes; Bellevue-Perth, four min-
utes; Perth-Armadale, seven minutes;
Armadale-Perth, three minutes. These
times were hased on the trial run which
included a halt of 15 seconds at a number
of proposed new stopping places.
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(2) Not necessarily as the timetable is
framed for a stop of 15 seconds at sta-
tions, which is similar to the London
underground railway practice.

(b) As to Suggested Bus Service to
Guowangerup and Ongerup.

Hon. A. F. WATTS asked the Minister
for Railways:

Will he lay on the Table of the House all
papers having reference to the suggested
omnibus service to Onowangerup and
Ongerup?

The MINISTER replied:
Yes, I have the file and propose that it

be laid on the Table for 14 days.

(c) As to Alternative for Mundaring
Branch Service.

Mr. OWEN asked the Premier:
(1) Will he advise if the subject matter

of a letter addressed to him by the Hills
Railway Committee, dated the 18th Janu-
ary, 1954, having reference to the closure
of the Mundaring branch railway, has been
considered by the appropriate authorities?

(2) If the answer is in the affirmative.
may a reply be expected in sufficient time
to permit circulation to, and consideration
by. the various local bodies concerned.
before the expiration of the 12 months'
trial period?

(3) Will he meet a deputation, if re-
quested to do so, after consideration of
such reply?

The PREMIER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Reply was forwarded to the secretary

of the committee on the 7th April, 1954.
(3) If a deputation is desired in this

matter, those concerned should seek an
approach to the Minister for Railways.

(d) As to South-West Road and Rail
Services.

Mr. HEARMAN asked the Minister for
Railways:

(1) is it intended to replace some of the
railway road passenger services in the
South-West with rail passenger services?

(2) If the answer to question No. (1) is
in the affirmative, will he say what road
services will be replaced by rail services?

(3) Has any request respecting th,& mat-
ter been received from the general public?

(4) Would any increase in rail pas-
senger services between Perth and Bunbury
add to the difficulties of maintaining
schedules of trains carrying perishable
commodities?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
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(2) Mondays to Saturdays inclusive-
8.25 a.m. freighter bus Perth-Bunbury.
8.45 am, passenger bus Perth-Bun-

bury.
2.35 P.M. freighter bus Bunbury-Perth.
2.40 Pim. Passenger bus Sunbury-

Perth.
Sundays-

7.45 p.m. passenger bus Perth-Hun-
bury.

Mondays-
6.35 a.m. Passenger bus Bunbury-

Perth.
(3) Yes.
(4) No.

(e) As to Additional Rail Services.
Mr. HEARMAN (without notice) asked

the Minister for Railways:
(1) With further reference to this mat-

ter, could the Minister inform the House
whether the intention is to Put on addi-
tional steam Passenger trains, or is it pro-
Posed that passengers who are transported
by road bus services will have to travel
by the "Australind."

(2) Will the "Australind" have any more
stopping Places than those listed in the
present schedule?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) and (2) There will be additional rail

services put on. Whether they will be
steam trains or diesel electric locomotives,
I cannot say at present. There are other
matters included in the question by the
hon. member and I suggest that he puts
the question on the notice Paper so that
I can give an answer in greater detail.

(1) AS to Diesels Ordered and Cost.
Hon. A. F. WATTS asked the Minister

for Railways:
(1) How many diesel locomotives have

been ordered for the State railways?
(2) Of what different types are they?
(3) What is the estimated total cost?
(4) On what date or dates, were they

ordered?
(5). How much has already been Paid in

respect of the purchase of these loco-
motives and when was such sum paid?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Sixty-nine.
(2) (a) Main line.

(b) Shunter and branch line.
(c) Jetty shunter.

(3) £4,496,108 including spares.
(4) (a) November, 1950.

(b) November, 1950.
(c) February, 1951.

(5) Progress Payments have been made
since June, 1952, and the total amount paid
to date is £1,829,969.

(g) As to Sale o1 Land, Bassendean.

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

Has the Railway Department any inten-
tion in the near future of-

(a) selling land at Bassendean on
the river side of railway line not
required for the chord line;

(b) selling land on the super works
side originally intended for mar-
shalling yards?

The MINISTER replied:
(a) Consideration is now

to the release of land in
Parade area at flassendean.

being given
the Ashfleld

(b) No.

ROADlS.

As to North-West Coastal Highway,
Carnarvon-Northampton.

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Works:

What steps are being taken to per-
manently stabilise and maintain the North-
West Coastal Highway between Carnar-
Von and Northampton, in view of the ever-
increasing heavy traffic, particularly since
the discovery of oil in the Carnarvon
basin?

The MINISTER replied:
The North-West Coastal Highway be-

tween Northampton and Carnarvon is
being progressively improved as funds
permit and traffic warrants. Substantial
amounts of money are Provided annually
for this work and for maintenance.

BASIC WAGE.

As to Increase under Price Index Statistics,
Hon. A. F. WATTS asked the Minister

for Labour:
What increase in the basic wage

(whether granted or not) would actually
have taken place under Price index statis-
tics-

(a) between the 31st March, and the
31st December, 1953;

(b) between the 31st December, 1953,
and the present date?

The MINISTER replied:
(a) If the Arbitration Court had con-

tinued its practice of varying the basic
wage in accordance with the "'C" series
index numbers the basic wage would have
risen between the 31st March, 1953, and
the 31st December, 1953, by an amount of
seven shillings and threepence (7s. 3d.),
i.e., from £12 1s. 10d. to £12 9s. id.
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The quarterly index numbers and mone-
tan' variations for this period are:
March quarter, 1953: 2247. Basic wage-

£12 is. 10d.
June quarter. 1953: 2290 plus 4s. 8d.

Basic wage-E12 6s. 6d.
September quarter, 1953: 2328 plus 4s id.

Basic wage-E12 10s. '7d.
December quarter, 1953: 2314 minus Is 6d.

Basic wage-E12 9s. Id.
(b) If the Arbitration Court had con-

tinued its practice of varying the basic
wage in accordance with the "C" series
index numbers, the basic wage would have
risen between the 31st December, 1953, and
the 31st March, 1954, by an amount of
three shillings and eightpence (3s. 8d.), i.e..
from £12 9s. id. to £12 12s. 9d.

The quarterly index numbers and mone-
tary variations for this period are:
December quarter, 1953: 2314. Basic wage

-E12 9s. id.
March quarter. 1954: 2348 plus 3s. 8d.

Basic wage-E12 12s. 9d.

HOUSING.
(a) As to Cost of Commission-built

Homes.
Hon. A. F. WATTS asked the Minister

for Housing:
(1) What is the cost per square of

houses recently built by the Housing Com-
mission in metropolitan area and country
areas respectively-

(a) in brick;
(b) in timber frame?

(2) What proportion of such cost is
represented by the cost of-

(a) labour;
(b) materials?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) (a) Brick-Metropolitan area per

square. £270:
(b) Timber-Metropolitan Area per

square, £250; country per
square, £206.

Brick houses are not being erected in
the country at present.

In the metropolitan area, costs include
deep sewerage connections, tiled roofs and
close picket fences-items which do not
apply in most country towns.

(2) (a) Labour-48 per cent.
(b) Materials--52 per cent.

(b) As to Homes for Enietees.
Mr. WILD asked the Minister for

Housing:
(1) How many homes built under the

Commonwealth-State rental agreement
and Workers' Homes Act, have been
provided by th State Housing Commission
as a result of eviction by court orders in

each of the months of 1953 and in Janu-
ary, February, March, April and May of
this year?

(2) What special provision has been
made since January, 1953, to house evicted
people?

(3) How many evictee houses have been
erected since January, 1953. and in which
suburbs are they located?

The MINISTER replied:

Commonwealth
State

and timber
framed flats.

1953-
January
February

3
9

March .... 6
April ... 18
may .... 20
June .. 24
July 21
August ... 27
September 26
October .... 35
November . 36
December 27

1954-
January '14
February .... 30
March - 29
April ... 16
May .. 14

355

State
Housing Act

(Workers
Romes).

5
10
4
3
3
3
2
3
3
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(2) Since January, 1953, evicted persons
have in most cases been housed in con-
verted army huts and timber framed flats.
They have been transferred to houses
when their turn on the priority list has
been reached. in some instances, when
flats have not been immediately available.
it has been necessary to place evicted
families direct into houses. In cases where
an evicted Person had reached his turn on
the priority list for a home he has been
placed in a Commonwealth-State rental
home. The commission house building
rate in the metropolitan area, where most
eviction cases occur, has been considerably
stepped up.

(3) Only 35 evictee houses have been
completed since January. 1953. These
represent balance of contracts arranged
by the previous Government. Nineteen of
these were at Willagee and 16 at Midland
Junction. The erection of this type of
accommodation for evictees was considered
uneconomic and the present Government
has concentr'ated its efforts on the erection
of permanent housing.
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BRICKS.

(a) As to Supply and Demand.

Hon, A. F. WATTS asked the Minister
for Housing:

(1) Is the supply of bricks equal to the
demand, and if not, what lag is likely to
exist between a person placing his order
and obtaining delivery?

(2) If the supply is not equal to the
demand, are any, and if so what, steps
being taken to increase the supply of
bricks, and if such steps are being taken.
when is it likely that the supply will match
the demand?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The supply of bricks at present is not

equal to the demand, but well established
builders have arrangements which enable
them to obtain regular supplies. No orders
for housing requirements are refused by
the State Brick Works. Persons not regu-
larly engaged in the building industry may
have to wait up to 12 months for supplies.

(2) Close contact is being maintained
with brick manufacturers with a view to
increasing brick production. One of the
larger companies is putting in additional
plant and kilns, the first units of which
are now in operation and others will come
into production progressively. The possi-
bility of expanding the production of
smaller works is also being investigated.
Increases have been made in the produc-
tion of standard sized cement bricks and
arrangements are in hand to further extend
production. Maximum production is being
maintained from the State Pressed Brick
Works at Byford and Armadale by working
overtime on the machines. Further brick-
making machines are on order and every
effort is being made by experimental work
on methods of setting and burning to step
up kiln burning capacity. It is expected
production will increase from October on-
wards.

The Government has invited experts
from the C.S.L.R.O. to visit this State early
in July for the purpose of advising on ways
and means for improving production from
existing works.

Owing to the rapid development of the
State, and the fact that the State Brick
Works represent only about 30 per cent.
of the State production, it is difficult to
say when the supply will be capable of
meeting the demand.

(b) As to Use for State Insurance Office
Building and Subiaco Flats.

Mr. WILD asked the Minister for
Housing:

(l) How many Pressed bricks have been
allocated for use in-

(a) the new State Insurance Office
building;

(b) the Subiaco flat project?

(2) How many yellow bricks have been
allocated for-

(a) the State Insurance Office build-
ing;

(b) the Subiaco flat project?
(3) Are all the pressed and yellow bricks

being used exclusively for exterior walls?
(4) If "No" is the answer to No. (3),

where are they to be used?9

The MINISTER replied:
(1) (a) Bricks for the State Insurance

Office building are being supplied as part
of a weekly allocation of 50,000 bricks for
the Public Works Department for buildings
other than housing.

(b) 1,270,000 bricks are to be supplied
over a period of 15 months.

(2) (a) Nil.
(b) 90,000-subject to possible variation.
(3) and (4) Pressed bricks are required

exclusively for external walls and footings.
It is hoped to get cream bricks for internal
living room dadoes.

The building of the fiats at Subiaco will
result in the saving of approximately two
and a half million bricks on the building
of a similar number of individual housing
units.

TRAMWAY DEPARTMENT.

As to Personnel and Cost of Out fitting
and Training.

Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Transport:

(1) What is the cost of training and
outfitting a man with uniform, etc., to
work in the traffic section of the Tramway
Department?

(2) What is the total number of per-
sonnel from the 1st May, 1953, to the end
of May, 1954, apart from retirements and
dismissals, who have left the tramways
traffic section?

(3) Bearing in mind the answers to
Questions Nos. 1 and 2 do the figures show
an adverse effect on the financial position
of the Tramway Department?

(4) Will he attempt to offset these fig-
ures by making inquiries to see what steps
can be taken to stop the drift of personnel
from this section of the Tramway Depart-
ment?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Training ... ..
Uniform and overcoat

after three months
service ... ..

f s. d.
21 0 0

22 10 0

43 10 0

(2) 48.

(3) Yes.
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(4) This matter receives constant at-
tention, in many cases with success. The
reasons given for resignation, however,
are mainly related to matters outside the
scope of management to correct, and little
can be done to offset an individual's right
to seek employment more in keeping with
his particular problem or desire.

GOVERNOR OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

(a) As to Absence and! Cost Saving.

Mr. JOHNSON asked the Premier:

(1) Is there any truth in the newspaper
report that the Governor will be absent
from the State for five months?

(2) Will such absence adversely affect
the administration of the State?

(3) What amount will the taxpayers be
saved by the reduction in cost of the Gov-
ernor's Establishment?

Point of Order.
Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: On a point of

order, Mr. Speaker, I would like your rul-
ing on this question, which, to my way of
thinking, is a rather curious one, as to
whether you consider it is a reflection on
Her Majesty's representative. Her Majesty
recently visited this State, and this ques-
tion seems to be a reflection on her repre-
sentative here. I know that the hon. mem-
ber recently journeyed around the Eastern
States-I submit, mainly for his own
amusement--

Mr. Speaker: Order! The hon. member
must not make a statement of that sort.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: Perhaps I was
speaking as I felt and not as I should
have spoken. I want to know whether a
member is entitled to ask a question which,
to a good many of us, seems to be a re-
flection on Her Majesty's representative
here, and whether the asking of such a
question is in order. I would like the views
of the Premier as to whether this question
could not be passed over.

Hon. Sir Ross MoLarty: The question
is in very bad taste.

Mr. Speaker: The question has been
considered by the Clerk of the House and
me, and I see no objection to it. I think
it seeks information which should be avail-
able to any member who requires it.

* Question Resumed.
The PREMIER replied:
I thought the questions asked were the

opposite of a reflection on His Excellency
the Governor. Apparently it depends upon
the point of view. The replies to the bon.
member's questions are-

(1) No. His Excellency will be absent
for a period of approximately 24 months.

(2) During His Excellency's absence, the
Lieutenant-Governor will assume the office
of Administrator.

(3) The Governor's Establishment will
require to be fully maintained during His-
Excellency's absence.

Mr. Yates: The Governor's Establish-
ment should be immune from such scur-
rilous questions.

Mr. JOHNSON:, I would like to reply to
what appears to roe to be a personal attack
upon me, based on personal animosity. I
feel I have been attacked personally on
this subject. The question appears to me
to be sound-

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can-
not discuss that subject at this stage. He
can, if he wishes, deal with it when speak-
ing to the Address- in-reply.

(b) As to insinuations in Member's
Questions.

Mr. BOVELL (without notice) asked the
Premier:

(1) In view of the insinuations in the
questions asked by the member for Leeder-
viule concerning His Excellency the Gov-
ernor, does he not agree that the Vice-
Regal office is above party politics?

(2) Will he give an assurance that he will
instruct ithe member for Leederville in
acknowledged ethics on matters relating
to the Vice-Regal office?

The Minister for Lands: What are you
playing now, if it is not party politics?

The PREMIER replied:
(1) and (2) I see no insinuations against

the Governor at all in the questions.
Hon. Sir Ross MoLarty: Very nasty In-

sinuations!
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. Bovell: What about the third-
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
The PREMIER: I am afraid I do not

understand the workings of the minds that
see nasty insinuations in the questions. AS
a matter of fact, one of the metropolitan
newspapers-I think it was the "Daily
News"-several days ago reported that His
Excellency would leave Western Australia
on a holiday in the middle of July and
would return to this State in the middle of
December. So the question, instead of
being detrimental to His Excellency the
Governor, would, I suggest, in view of the
newspaper report given to the public-
most inaccurate as it was-be helpful to
him.

Mr. Hutchinson: The original ques-
tion No. 3 is the one.

The PREMIER: AS to giving instruction
to any member of the House about ethics
and associated qualities, I think all of us
could be better employed in examining our
own ethics.

Hufn. A. V. R. Abbott: You certainly set
a jolly good example!
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POLICE.
As to Station Accommodation, Claremont.

Hon. C. F. J. NORTH asked the Minister
for Police:

(1) is the present police station at Clare-
mont insufficient for the needs of the dis-
trict?

(2) Will he give consideration to the
erection of an adequate building on the
Claremont site?

(3) When is a move likely?

The MINISTER replied;
(1) Yes.
(2) Consideration has already been given

to this question. A block has been secured
near the Council Chambers, fronting Stirl-
ing Highway, and the plans have been pre-
pared.

(3) In view of the urgent requirements
for new police station buildings in other
parts of the State which, at present, have
no police station at all, the work at Clare-
mont cannot be proceeded with during the
forthcoming year.

SWAN -RIVER.
(a) As to Site for Additional Bridge.

Mr. YATES asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Which of the three following sites
does the Government favour for construct-
ing a new bridge across the river-

(a) Coode-st., South Perth, to River-
side Drive;

(b) Mends-st., South Perth, to Bar-
rack-st.:

(0) the Narrows?
(2) Will the bridge be of the iron girder

and concrete type?
(3) When is it proposed to commence

construction?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) It is not possible at this stage to

say which of the three sites is the most
favourable.

(2) Most probably.
(3) Construction cannot be commenced

until investigations have been completed
and plans prepared which would take some
considerable time.

(bi) As to Consideration of Tunnel.
Hon. DAME F!LORENCE CARDELL-

OLIVER (without notice) asked the Min-
ister for Works:

Has he considered the construction of
a tunnel under the river tather thtan a
bridge over it and, if so, what decision
has been arrived at?

The MINISTER replied:
The question has been considered, but

no final determination has yet been made.

WATER SUPPLIES.
As to .Deferment of Rates for War Widows.

Mr. OLDPIELD asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Is it a fact that no deferment is
granted in respect of water, sewerage and
drainage rates payable by war widows, as
it is in relation to rates payable by aged
and invalid pensioners?

(2) Is it also a fact that deferment of
municipal and road district rates is not
granted to war widows?

(3) If the answer to either of, or both,
the questions is in the affirmative, will he
undertake to amend the necessary Act to
make the same provisions of deferment for
war widows as for age and invalid pen-
sioners?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) There is no statutory provision

authorising local authorities to grant the
concession.

(3) The matter will receive considera-
tion.

ABATOIRS.
As to Testing Method of Slaughter.
Mr, HEAL asked the Minister for Agri-

culture:
In connection with the method of kill-

ing animals at the abattoirs, and now the
State has the required number of cash
bolt pistols for a test to be carried out-

(1) Has the test, which was to have
been arranged for the end of May,
been carried out?

(2) If so, would he make known the
results of such test?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No. Suitable facilities are available

only in the newly constructed section of
the abattoirs which is expected to come
into operation in July.

(2) When the test is carried out results
will be made known.

PETROL.
A4s to Station Sites, Cottesloe.

Mr. HUTCHINSON asked the Minister
for Railways:

(1) What is the distance between the
garage sited on railway property just south
of the Victoria-st. railway crossing in
Mosinan Park, and the proposed garage site
sought by Mr. H. Gascoigne north of this
crossing?

(2) Was the distance between the Shell
Co. garage opposite the Cotteslee school
and the newly-leased Anipol garage site
north of the Mosman Park station ascer-
tained before Ainpol was granted the site?

(3) What is the distance referred to in
question No. (2)?
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The MINISTER replied:
(1) 121 chains.
(2) Yes.
(3) 24 chains.

TRAFFC.
As to Plan for Reducing Accident Rate.

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Has he given any consideration to
calling together representatives from road
transport organisations. and the Local
Governrhient and Police Traffic Depart-
ments to formulate a plan to reduce the
accident rate respecting pedestrians, par-
ticularly elderly people?

(2) If not, will early consideration be
given to the matter?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No.
(2) It is niot felt that such a conference

could achieve more for pedestrian safety
than the protection given under the Traffic
Act. Pedestrian crossings are being
painted with "Zebra" stripes as this has
been found to make them more easily dis-
cernable by motorists, particularly on dark
and rainy nights.

PARLIAMENTARY SESSIONS.
As to Length of Sittings.

Mr. BOVELL (without notice) asked the
Premier: '

In view of what has been termed "the
unholy rush of business at the end of
parliamentary sessions", will he give an
assurance that the sittings of the Mouse
will be continued longer than they were
yesterday when the House adjourned be-
fore tea?

The PREMIER replied:
If the hon. member would make in-

quiries from at least one member on the
other side of the House, he would find that
the shortened sitting was not due to any
decision by the Government.

Mr. Bovell: I am pleased to hear that.
The PREMIER: It was due to a mis-

understanding on the part of an hon. mem-
ber on the other side of the House, but I
do not complain about that. The length
of future sittings will be decided on cir-
cumstances as they arise.

FISHERIES.
As to Tabling File.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: on
Thursday last the member for Mt. Lawley
asked that the file dealing with the In-quiries made in regard to the fishing in-
dustry in New South Wales and Queens-
land be laid on the Table of the House
and I now ask for leave to do this.

Leave granted.

HOSPITALS.
As to Staff Position.

Mr. YATES (without notice) asked the
Minister for Health:

Is the Minister satisfied with the present
staff position at the Royal Perth Hospital
and the King Edward Memorial Hospital
Subiaco?

The MINISTER replied:
I am not satisfied with the position, but

it is unalterable owing to the shortage of
staff and the difficulty of getting nurses.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT.
The Government's Wheat Policy.

The PREMIER: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition asked on last Thursday whether I.
on behalf of the Government, would be
prepared to make a statement with regard
to wheat policy. I told him then that I
would have a discussion with the Minister
for Agriculture and subsequently have the
matter considered by Cabinet before mak-
ing a statement. With your permission,
Mr. Speaker, and the indulgence of mem-
bers, I shall now read a statement which
has been prepared on behalf of the Gov-
erment-

Wheat marketing has been a highly
controversial subject for many years,
even the growers of wheat being some-
times divided on marketing principles
and methods.

In 1953, the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment submitted to the States a
wheat stabilisation plan to cover a
period of five years. That Govern-
ment at the same time refused to con-
tinue the previous pol~icy of paying a
subsidy on home consumption wheat.

As a result, complete agreement
among the States could not be reached
on a home consumption price figure.
Victoria refused to agree to a 15s.
per bushel home consumption price
because the Commonwealth Govern-
ment was not prepared to continue
the previous policy of subsidising that
price.

The Government of Western Aus-
tralia, through the Minister for Agri-
culture (Mr. Hoar), has consistently
advocated a stabilisation plan to cover
a period of at least five years with
a Commonwealth guarantee of ex-
ports and a stabilisation fund created
by the growers, subject to a ballot of
growers being held and the result of
the ballot being favourable.

The Government, through the Min-
ister for Agriculture, has always been
in close consultation with the repre-
sentatives of the recognised growers'
organisation and will continue that
practice, believing that growers of
wheat are entitled to a reasonable voice
in connection with the disposal of
their product.
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It is recognised there cannot be
much Security for wheatgrowers under
the existing three-year reserve plan
which was designed only to cover
emergency conditions.

It also seems clear that the Interna-
tional Wheat Agreement, especially
with Great Britain outside the agree-
ment, will not alone give growers the
security they seek.

The Government of Western Aus-
tralia is, naturally, very much con-
cerned over the present uneasy wheat
marketing and wheat production situ-
ation.

The subject is listed for discussion
at the Premiers' Conference which is
to be held at Canberra in a few days.

There is to be a meeting of the Aus-
tralian Agricultural Council next
month when it is expected the subject
will also be fully discussed. The Mini-
ster for Agriculture from this State
will, if necessary, request such a dis-
cussion, and will seek a consultation
with the local wheatgrowers' repre-
sentatives before proceeding to the
conference.

The uncertain situation overseas re-
garding the marketing of wheat has
made it necessary to construct addi-
tional storage accommodation in the
main wheatgrowing States of Aus-
tralia.

Although Western Australia has had
greater storage facilities than other
States, additional storage facilities will
have to be constructed in this State.

The Government recently made
available to Co-operative Bulk Handl-
ing Ltd. for a period of twenty years a
site on the railway property at Midland
Junction and granted generous freight
concessions to compensate growers for
the fact that the wheat to be stored in
the new storage depot to be established
on the site will have to be side-tracked
at Midland Junction as against being
railed straight through to Fremantle.

The Government has also made an
approach to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, requesting that a sum of
£500,000 be set aside for the construc-
tion of storage accommodation in
Western Australia, this amount to be
made available from the sum of
£3,500,000 which the Commonwealth
Government is providing for the pro-
vision of emergency wheat storage
facilities in the wheat growing States.

BILL-RENTS AND TENANCIES EMER-
GENCY PROVISIONS ACT

AMENDMENT.
Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

First Reading.

Bill introduced and read a first time.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Hon.
H. E. Graham-East Perth) [5.5] in mov-
ing the second reading said: With two
important exceptions, the Bill we are about
to consider conforms in all respects to the
measure that left the Legislative Assembly
at the special session held about two
months ago. The two differences are these:
Firstly, the period of its operation Is pro-
posed to be until December, 1955-that is,
to December of next year.

The second and important difference is
that the Bill proposes that action be taken
arising from the changed circumstances
following the 30th April, It provides that
steps which have been taken since that
date will be invalidated in all cases except,
of course, where tenants have actually left
the lAremises they previously occupied.
That will have the effect of nullifying
notices to quit which have already ,been
given, proceedings for the recovery of
premises, judgments or orders for the re-
covery of premises, writs or warrants for
the enforcement of judgments, or orders
for recovery of premises.

There is a third difference in the legis-
lation, and it, too, has the effect of en-
deavouring to preserve the status quo as
operating up to the 30th April. That ap-
pertains to rents. Under the provisions
of the Bill, where there have been increases
of rent since the 1st April, - that date
has been inserted because of the difference
of opinion amongst legal authorities as to
whether any action under the law as opera-
ting at the present moment could have
been initiated prior to the 1st May, and
that action subsequent to that date only
meant action by the court-

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott-. Can you tell us
anything relating to agreements that have
been arrived at between landlords and
tenants on increases? Are they to be set
aside too?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Per-
haps I can illustrate this point by referring
to my notes so that there will be a complete
understanding on the point. This Bill is
similar to the previous measure in that
it provides that a landlord and tenant may
agree on the rent to be paid. If the parties
cannot agree, either one of them may ap-
proach the court for an assessment of a
fair rental, or either may apply to the
court instead of attempting to reach agree-
ment. This is also similar to the pro-
visions which came into operation on the
1st May. except that the court will be
composed of three members instead of a
magistrate only.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: What about agree-
ments already come to?
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The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I shall
deal with that point. There is a provision
in the Bill specifically referring to that
point which is roughly in these terms: The
Bill provides that where lessees have since
the 1st April agreed to pay more than the
lawful rental applying immediately prior
to the 1st April, the lessee need not pay
such increased rental and may take court
action to recover any increases he has paid,
unless within three months of the Bill com-
ing into operation he confirms in writing
his agreement to the increase, or unless the
increase is confirmed by the court or the
rent inspector.

From those remarks it will be appreciated
that what is sought by the Government is
that, with the exception of cases where
tenants have physically vacated their
premises, we shall return to the state of
aff airs existing prior to the Act, as we
know it at present, coming into operation.
Then the proposals of the Government, as
debated some two months or so ago, will
have effect. Members, of course, are aware.
because it should be very fresh in their
minds, of exactly how the machinery em-
braced ill the Government's Bill would
apply.

With regard to rents, there would firstly
be a special tribunal operating in the
metropolitan area, or shall I say, the greater
metropolitan area, to be known as the fair
rents court, to be comprised of a magistrate
and two assessors, one representing the
Real Estate Institute, and one representing
the tenants to be appointed by the minis-
ter controlling the Act, who at the present
moment is the Chief Secretary. The pur-
pose of appointing the special court is that
it might, if necessary, devote its full time
to the task and responsibility of determin-
ing what is a fair rental, whether ap-
proached by the landlord or the tenant,
so as to minimise to the greatest possible
extent any factors of delay which could
be irksome to either side.

Because there has been criticism in the
past of decisions made by magistrates, it
is felt that the court could operate more
effectively, more efficiently and with a
greater knowledge of the matters being
determined, if there were representatives
from either side-that is, of the owners and
the tenants-who could confer with the
magistrate: and the set-up would, of course.
be parallel and comparable with the Arbi-tration Court as it exists at present, where
there is a legal man as chairman with
representatives of the two interests on
either hand.

It is not proposed to lay down any for-
mnula, whatsoever to be followed by the
court. There was considerable discussion
regarding that point when the proposal
was last before Parliament. I should point
out that in the case of the increase of Rent
(War Restrictions) Act there was a formula
of certain considerations to be taken into
account by the court when determining a

rental; and it was at the request of repre-
sentatives from the Legislative Council
drawn from the present Opposition parties
at a conference of managers that par-
ticular points to be taken into considera-
tion were deleted. So there has been.,since
that time, discretion vested in the court in,
determining what is a fair rental: and r
do not think it is necessary to lay down,
terms and conditions, because any person
who has any reasonable knowledge of
property can, upon report being made to
him, or by inspection, determine what is a
fair and reasonable figure.

The Government realises that with such
a court, where all rentals of houses let
prior to the 1st January, 1951, would go into
the melting pot, there could conceivably
be-and no doubt would be-sharp in-
creases in very many cases. But the
Government feels that, as a Parliament, we
are not in a fit and proper position to deter-
mine that rentals should be increased by
10 per cent., or 12 per cent., or any other
figure; and because conditions vary to such
an extent in respect of points I need not
outline, it does not make commonsense to
lay down a formula that rentals may be
increased within certain limits to 2 per
cent., 8 per cent. or any other figure.
It is a matter, in respect of particular pre-
mises, of determining in the light of all
the circumstances that the court is free
to investigate what is a fair and proper
rental. Surely there can be no objection
to that point. I want to emphasise-be-
cause in most of our discussions the point
has been overlooked or glossed over-that
what I am stating has equal application to
business Premises and to dwellings.

In respect of evictions, under the Bill,
if it becomes law, any person-provided
he has resided in Australia for a period
of two years and has owned the property
for three months--can obtain possession
of his property for himself or other mem-
bers of his family by giving three months,
notice; and there is no discretion left to
the court. The decision of the court is
automatic. Therefore it cannot be honestly
suggested that there is any great infringe-
ment of the rights of a person who desires
to obtain possession of his own premises,
The period provided is shorter than that
which any Government in the past, irre-
spectlive of its Political colour, has sub-
mitted to Parliament. I might state here
that there are a number of members on
this side of the Chamber who are any-
thing but Pleased with that provision.

Hon. J. B. Sleemnan: We are certainly
not pleased with it.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: How-
ever, the Government felt that there has
to be an appreciation of the overall posi-
tion, and the Person who owns premises
and seeks them for his own accommoda-
tion has very high claims indeed.

Covering other classes of tenants, where
it can be proved to the satisfaction of the
court that the tenant is an unsatisfactory
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,one in the matter of the payment of rent;
the manner in which he is neglecting the
premises he occupies; or in respect of his
conduct generally, which might be offensive
to other people in the locality; or if he
undertakes activities of any sort that are
contrary to the law, 28 days' notice is
required to be given, and then the matter
is determined by the court on the merits
of the evidence. So there is ample pro-
vision for a landlord to get rid of a bad
tenant.

All that this law will do will be to pro-
tect those who are good tenants in the
matter of the Payment of their rent, the
looking after the property, and their con-
duct generally. Surely there is no dis-
advantage to the owner. If he is getting
the present rent, or a fair rent as deter-
mined, is he suffering any disadvantage
if Smith is the occupier. of the premises
instead of Jones? This matter of accom-
modation, of shelter for people and their
families, is so important that I think it
is asking very little indeed of the owner of
premises to request him to allow tenants
who are playing the game to remain where
they are until such time as the lag in the
provision of accommodation generally has
been reasonably overtaken.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: You think that
up till 1955 will he sufficient for that
purpose?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I can
only speak for myself. My feeling and
my hope are that by the end of next year
the position will have been eased suffi-
ciently to allow legislation in respect of
evictions either to be discarded or at least
very much watered down. In respect of a
lair rents court, however, there will prob-
ably always be the necessity for a tribunal
of some sort-whether it be a special court
or our ordinary courts, to make some check
on exorbitant charges and also-what is
perhaps equally important-for the pur-
pose of having a deterrent effect upon those
who tend to go to excesses.

just recently I was interested to read
in the evening newspaper a short news item
which had nothing whatever to do with
housing, but which, to my mind, indicated
a very important principle. It appeared
in the "Daily News" of the 9th June and
was as follows:-

Two Brazilian courts have ruled that
human need outranks property rights.

Ordinarily, everyone will agree that the
owner of premises should-subject perhaps
to matters that can occur to anyone-have
the right to do with his possessions or
property what he wishes. But at a time
like this, when the emergency is still with
us-though it is Perhaps being tapered off
and is receding-the right of families in
the matter of accommodation is more im-
portant than the right of an individual to
evict tenant "A" for the purpose of
putting in tenant "13," if the first ten-
ant has, according to all principles.

been satisfactory In every respect.
This Government has no desire to continue
restrictions or controls in any direction
whatsoever unless, in its opinion, after an
investigation of the matter, it feels that
it is in the public interest so to do.

Because the provisions of the Bill were
so recently discussed at some length dur-
ing the general debate and in Committee,
there is no need for me to spend any fur-
ther time in debating the various aspects
or clauses of this measure. It is a Bill
in respect of which there can be consider-
able debate on the various clauses when
we reach the Committee stage.

Ron. Sir Ross McLarty: Is there any
provision for the sale of properties or the
winding up of the estates of deceased per-
sons?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: There
are already in the existing legislation pro-
visions appertaining to those matters.
Statements have been made that the Gov-
erniment has gone in for a lot of scare-
mongering in connection with this matter,
endeavouring to create an atmosphere. As
a matter of fact, there was an oblique
reference to that sort of thing contained
in a question addressed to me by the mem-
ber for Dale last Thursday. Perhaps, in
order to clear up the point, I should read
what I stated two months ago, and what
appears in "Hansard" of the 6th April.
I said-

It is impossible for anyone to assess
the possible repercussions after the
30th April in the event of Parliament
not taking some action to correct the
position. There may be hundreds in-
volved, or there may be thousands.
There is sufficient evidence to indicate
that there will be an increase of people
seeking accommodation over and
above those who regularly approach
the State Housing Commission every
week because of court action that has
resulted in their being threatened with
eviction from the premises they oc-
cupy.

Later on I emphasised the point that I
did not know, and neither did any other
person know, just how many people would
be involved or confronted with the possi-
blilty of eviction or steep and impossible
rental charges far beyond a fair thing and,
in many instances, far beyond the capacity
of the person to pay.

Mr. Wild:, Could you not have averted
that if you had agreed to our amendment,
proposed at the special session, to separate
the date of the eviction and the increase
of rent?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Very
definitely not!

Mr. wild: You could have done so, but
you were playing politics, my friend! That
is all you are playing-Legislative Council
and Federal Government politics!

so
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The MINISTER FOR ROUSING;. I sin-
cerely hope that with regard to a measure
like this, which is so important to so many
people-

Mir. Wild: You did not think it was so
important two months ago.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING; -in
that it strikes at the very home, at women
and children, in the matter of accommoda-
tion, we can debate the subject fairly.
Most decidedly let us have our differ-
ences of opinion, as violently as we wish;
but I do not know that we get anywhere
by ascribing all sorts of political motives
in connection with the matter. With re-
spect to that, all I say is that every other
State in the Commonwealth, irrespective
of the political complexion of its Govern-
ment, has felt, in both Houses of Parlia-
ment, that there is a necessity for some
form of control.

Hon. Sir Ross Mckarty: Show your sin-
cerity by agreeing to a select committee.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I do
not want to make reference to that matter,
and I trust the Leader of the Opposition
will allow me to continue. I repeat, every
other State, in the two Chambers of Parlia-
ment, except Queensland, where there is
only one, has agreed that there is a need
for some form of control to be continued.
We can, of course, differ with respect to
the terms of control. The MeLarty-Watts.
Government. each year during its term
of office, introduced legislation to continue
controls-

Mr. Wild: But they were gradually eased.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: -far
more rigid than those embodied in this
Bill.

Hon. D. Brand: If you buult all the
houses you say you have-

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: They
are being built, make no error about that.
There will be some reference to that ques-
tion in a moment.

Mr. Wild; The foundations are being
laid, yes.

The MINISTER FOR ROUSING:. The
member for Dale will have to laugh on
the other side of his face presently when
I remind him of something he said a few
weeks. ago.

Mr. Wild: I hope you can-

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: If the
bon. member will be patient and not in-
terrupt so frequently, perhaps I1 will come
to the point so much earlier. Only this
afternoon I received an interesting letter
from a person whom I do not know but
who lives in Nedlands. I will read the
opening paragraph of the letter because I
think it is revealing. I have niot his
authority to show the letter, but I have

no objection to any member seeing what
he has written to me. The letter is dated
the 21st June and it states-

In view of the Introduction of
amended landlord and tenant legis-
lation, permit me to express my views
on this matter. Being a retired man
for the past several years and living oil
a fixed income from property let to,
tenants, I, like many others, have not.
been too happy about government con-
trol of my rent fixing, whilst having
to meet the rising costs of recent years.

Since 1st May this year, however, It
is unfortunately true that some land-
lords have greedily over-raised rents,
and I for one, whilst once opposed to
government control, now agree that
some control is necessary.

He goes on in some detail to outline what
has occurred.

H-on. Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver: Let
us have his name and address.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: To in-
dicate the general position, no responsible
newspaper in Western Australia has sug-
gested that rent and eviction control should
be done away with entirely. I anm inter-
ested in a Gallup Poll, for what it is worth,
which was conducted a few months ago
throughout the Commonwealth. It revealed
that the vote for ending rent control did
not exceed 34 per cent. in any State.
Of Labour voters, 70 per cent, want rent
control. The Liberal and Country Party
voters divided this way-continue control,
51 per cent; end It, 35 per cent. Those
of no opinion amounted to 14 per cent.
This is important-of the people inter-
viewed, 66 par cent. are home owners, 27
per cent.' rent and seven per cent. board.

The Gallup Poll that was taken could
conceivably be wrong to some extent, but
I think it will be readily accepted that
generally speaking, the results of such polls
are approximately right. This indicates that
there is an overwhelming body of opinion
from people of all Political persuasions that
there is a necessity for the continuation of
control, as indeed there is, in every State
of the Commonwealth. What is the posi-
tion which confronts us today? I can only
indicate the information that is available
to the State Housing Commission. That
information comes to the commission by
tenants who bring their notices of eviction
or other troubles.

Hon. Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver:
They have been forced to do it. You force
them to ask.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
hon. member knows nothing whatever
about it. Many people do not approach
the Housing Commission when they re-
ceive eviction notices, and because they
go to no public authority, the State Is
unaware of the total number of eviction
notices that are Issued. However, there
were, under the old legislation, 393 notices
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-recorded with the State Housing Commis-
sion up to the 30th April. There were 321
persons who called stating that they had
been advised by their landlords-

Hn. Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver: n
their members, under your direction.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: -that
they would be evicted. Mr. Speaker, I
wish you would do something to restrain
the unruly member for Sublaco who does
not know the first thing about this ques-
tion-

Hon. Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver: I do
know.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: -but
who is making a nuisance of herself to
one who is endeavouring to present official
facts and not his personal opinion In re-
spect of a most important matter, namely,
the protection of families and business
people from eviction from their premises,
except in certain circumstances. To con-
tinue, 562 notices have been registered
under the existing law with the State
Housing Commission in the seven weeks.

Hon. Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver: He
makes me sick! I am going out.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
makes a total of 1,276. I am certain this
Chamber is ever so much healthier for
the going of the member for Subiaco.

Mr. Hutchinson: The member for
Subiaco was right when she said that the
policy down there has been designed to
add to the numbers of evictees.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
is a complete inversion of the truth.

Mr. Hutchinson: Your statement is a
complete inversion.

Hon, Sir Ross MeLarty: I have received
letters from people stating that when they
have visited the State Housing Commis-
sion, they have been told that if they were
evicted consideration would be given to
finding premises for them. There is no
doubt about that.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Of
course there is not. Members on the
other side of the H-ouse seem to be so far
removed from this question that they have
not even an elementary knowledge of the
procedure or of what goes on. They have
a smattering of hearsay and from that
they resort to conjecture in respect of the
complaints. This is what happens: A ten-
ant receives notice to quit from the owner
of the premises. He becomes agitated and
perhaps makes inquiries round about, but
as often as not, particularly where children
are concerned, he finds his way to the
State Housing Commission which says to
him, in effect, "You are still housed where
you are. There is still a journey to be
taken. You have to be taken to the court.
When the court has made a decision ad-
verse to you then-no promises-we will

examine the circumstances of your case
and will endeavour to provide you with
some form of emergency accommodation."

Surely there is nothing wrong with that!
If, merely because a person received a
notice to quit, we put him in a brand-new
house, there would be everything wrong
with what we did. After they have been
to the court and an eviction order has been
made, unless there are most exceptional
circumstances, to which I need not refer
in detail, they are not even then placed
in houses, but are sent to 'Hilton Park East
or other places of community living, which
is not acceptable to the great majority of
people under the circumstances that oper-
ate, but they are compelled to accept it as
there is no alternative.

What I have stated indicates that there
are 1,276 such outstanding notices of which
the Housing Commission is aware, although
I make the qualification that there will
be some overlapping or duplication, and
the eviction officer of the Housing Commis-
sion informs me that about 1,000-and
probably a few more-would be the num-
ber of cases affected in respect of accom-
modation. It has been suggested that this
Government has gone in for some scare-
mongering, but the fact is that while 700
people approached the State Housing Com-
mission on account of evictions during the
12 months ended the 30th April, there
have been 562 such approaches made in
the seven weeks since the 1st May.

Mr. Court: But that represents the abso-
lute peak.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Yes,
but It indicates the great number of people
affected, and no one can suggest that any
Government could pick anything like 562
houses off the shelf in order to Provide
accommodation for these people.

Mr. Wild: Did the Minister notice in
this morning's issue of "The West Aus-
tralian" a report of the proceedings in
the court yesterday where seven eviction
orders were made and the rest of the
cases were withdrawn, as the applicants
had found other accommodation?

The MINISTER FOg HOUSING: I can
pursue that question-

The Minister for Works: Applicants?
The people who are to be evicted do not
apply to the court.

The MINISTER FOR 'HOUSING: That
question could be followed further but I
prefer to proceed with my speech and if
the hon. member thinks there is something
in the point he raised, I can deal with
it when replying to the debate. Naturally
we do not know what happens to all of
those people, but I do know what happens
to some of them. In the metropolitan
area, where the problem is the greatest,
the number of evictee cases that came be-
fore the court for the past twelve months
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was 567, or an average of 11 per week, but
there are 43 cases listed for the reposses-
sion of premises this week, 40 for next week
and 40 for the following week. If anything
approaching that number of orders for
eviction is made by the court, it will be-
came impossible for the State Housing
Commission or any other authority to find
accommodation for all the people con-
cerned.

The Housing Commission has housed 478
evicted families in the past 12 months, and
1,305 since the 1st July, 1951, when the
legislation, as amended a few months
earlier, came into operation. The legisla-
tion, as in operation at the present
moment, has had the effect of causing
applications for homes to pour in to the
State Housing Commission. Over 2,000
applications for homes have been lodged
since the beginning of the year. People
everywhere are becoming scared as to what
might happen and are lodging applications
in order to stake a claim in the event of
the postman blowing his whistle one morn-
ing and delivering to them a notice to quit.

There were 557 new applications for
homes lodged with the Housing Commnis-
sion during the month of May alone.
Never at any time, irrespective of the side
of the House upon which I have sat, have
I endeavoured to create the impression
that landlords as a group were a greedy
band of men and women. It is only the
exceptional landlord that does not Play
the game and I should say that, spread
over the whole community, it is only the
exceptional tenant that does not recipro-
cate.

Generally speaking, the law is directed
towards a very small minority in the com-
munity in order to protect people from the
depredations of those who tend to go to
excess and that is the case with this Bill.
In the great majority of instances it will
have no application, but it does lay down
a procedure in the matter of rents and
in respect of evictions, in order to protect
people against those who might tend to
take advantage of the existing circum-
stances under which, unfortunately, there
is still not available sufficient accommoda-
tion to meet the demand.

In the last month the rent inspector-
members are aware that he does not come
under mry jurisdiction-made investiga-
tions in the matter of rents, covering 258
complete flats. The average increase in
rental shown since the 30th April is 661
per cent. Whether that is sufficient, not
enough or too much. I do not pretend to
know, but that is a matter which a compe-
tent authority could decide. A check was
also made of 56 houses--I think it covered
all suburbs--and the average increase in
rental since the 30th April was 113 per
cent. There was a classic example in
Cambridge-st., Wembley, of a brick house
--said to be in poor repair-the rental of
which was £1 15s. per week but has since

been stepped up to £8 per week. As though
that were not sufficient, 28 days' notice to
quit has now been given.

It is landlords in that category that this
legislation is designed to check, and they
may constitute only 5 per cent. or perhaps
1 per cent. of all the landlords, They are
the particularly avaricious type.

Mr. Hutchinson: Do you agree that in
some of these apparently outrageous in-
stances it would be interesting if the mem-
ber mentioning them could give the other
side of the story?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
may be so, but I think everyone will agree
that an increase from £1. 15s. to £8 per week
since the 30th April is excessive, to say the
least.

Mr. Hutchinson: It is, on the face of it.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: In
any event, if the owner of the premises felt
he was being grievously underpaid, there
has for several years past been in the legis-
lation provision for an owner to make an
approach to the eourt at intervals not
more frequent than every six months.

Mr. Hutchinson: He may have adopted
this course to get rid of the tenant without
eviction,

Mr. Lawrence: But the tenant has also
been given 28 days' notice to quit.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: There
is a Public servant, known to many mem-
bers of Parliament, who lives in a constitu-
ency not far from here, and who was pay-
ing £3 10s. per week for a one-roomed flat.
On the 29th April he received a letter
informing him that his rent would go up to
£:4 10s. Per week, and at the bottom there
was a note asking him to advise if he was
not continuing the tenancy. He received
a further letter, dated the 17th June, in-
forming him that the rent had gone up to
£5 per week, and again there was a note
asking him to advise if he was not con-
tinuing the tenancy.

It is possible that that landlady, as it
happens to be in this case, adopts the
procedure of bumping the rent up a
certain amount every few weeks until the
absolute limit has been reached. I have
discussed it with this particular public
servant and he says, "I feel that I am
being grievously overcharged, particularly
with the second instalment: but what can
I do? I am afraid to complain or protest
because there would inevitably be the 28
days' notice." That, I think, establishes
the point that there can be no form of
rent control or discipline while the landlord
has the unfettered right to give his ten-
ant notice to quit because the least de-
mur on the part of the tenant could in-
volve him in being bereft of the premises
that he was, for the time being, occupying.

Hon. 1). Brand: It would not have been
so if you had accepted the amendment sug-
gestpri last. year.
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The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Yes,
it would. However, we can discuss the
Particular provisions at a mare appropri-
ate time. I am endeavouring to be as
patient as possible in this matter-

Ron. D. Brand: So are we.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: -and
am not being provocative on this all-
important subject. I hope that it will be
dealt with on the plane that it deserves.

Mr. Court: What housing position
would you or your Government consider
should exist before moving to this state of
free evictions which you mentioned
earlier? You said that perhaps at the end
of December, 1955, it might be possible.
What housing position should exist?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: When
the tremendous backlag of accommoda-
tion has been substantially reduced. At
present the Housing Commission is pro-
ceeding to do that rapidly. It may not
be quite so evident at the moment, but
before very long it will be. All sorts
of things are being done, but first of
all let me add that no one can answer
the question with absolute certainty.
I think it will be agreed that if oil
is found in commercial quantities there
could quite easily be an influx of many
thousands, or tens of thousands of people.There could be an industrial disturbance
or a breakdown of important brickmfaking
plant. Some of the larger sawmills could
go up in flames and a whole lot of other
things could happen.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: There might
be an earthquake.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: There
might be anything at all. That is why
nobody can say, with any certainty, that
the date shall be such and such and that at
that time we can dispense with the con-
trols-at least, not 18 months ahead. My
own hope and feeling is that if we have
not arrived at that state in 18 months, we
will be fairly close to it.

Mr. Court: Let us forget all about an
exact date. Would you say that the
eviction provisions could be removed when
the Housing Commission can give an appli-
cant a State rental home, or the equiva-
lent, within three months?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I do
ilot think it necessary to be as close to the
position as that. In the last couple of days
I had an interesting check made and I dis-
covered something that will probably sur-
prise most people. In 1938, in respect to
workers' homes, there was a waiting period
of about two years.

Mr. Court: That is so.
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: There

was certainly no shortage of manpower or
building materials in those days, but that
was the accepted order of affairs. I have
not checked officially, but I am informed
that, generally speaking, apart from those

who received a regular allocation, prewar
there was also a waiting period for bricks.
But the community generally accepted
that position. There were exceptions when
it was possible to get bricks almost im-
mediately. I do not think that the stage
will ever be reached where a person will be
able to go to the Housing Commission and
deal with its officers in much the same way
as a person can deal with the employees of
a mercery store-on the one hand saying.
"I will have that shirt because I like its
style and colour" and on the other hand
saying at the Housing Commission, "Can
I have such and such a house?" and be
granted it on the spot.

As a matter of fact, it would be foolish
in the extreme for the Housing Commis-
sion to have its programme so close up
to the order of things, because with the
least recession there would be a possibility
of hundreds, or thousands, of houses being
left unoccupied, for a lengthy period of
time. In such cases the burden would be
placed on those who occupied other Hous-
ing Commission dwellings. However, I
think that I should indicate briefly some
of the things that are being done. First
of all, the building rate is approximately
double what it was two years ago in the
metropolitan area. When we last dis-
cussed this measure, the member for Dale
had this to say-

I also want to make mention of the
claim made by the Minister in his
speech the other evening. I hope he
is right. However, like the member
for Blackwood, I am rather inclined
to think that he will have to eat his
words, if he possibly can, because he
said-

It is anticipated that by the 30th
June this Year a further 3,500
houses will be completed.

I hope that that proves to be cor-
rect, but I would point out to the
Minister that that is a pretty extra-
vagant statement. I do not know
much about the position, but I learned
a little-

Incidentally, the word "little" is not under-
lined.

-while I was at the State Housing
Commission during my three years of
office, and I found that it takes quite
a while to build houses.

Let me inform the member for Dale that
as I speak-and there are still two build-
Ing weeks in this financial year-over
3,300 houses have already been completed
this financial year.

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: We gave you
a good start. There is no doubt about
that.

Mr. Wild: Plenty of bricks and timber.
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: It is

all very well for the Leader of the Opposi-
tion to make that remark. But only this
evening the member for Dale pointed the
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finger of scorn and said that while there
may be many houses under construction.
getting them completed was a different
matter. I repeat that aver 3,300 houses
have already been completed this financial
year and accordingly my estimate of 3,500
completed houses by the State Housing
Commission this financial year, will be
pretty near the mark, We will get that
information in a fortnight's time.

Mr. Wild: But are you not building to
the exclusbon of the private builder? is
the total number of houses being built in
the State today more than it was 12
months ago?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I do
not think it is.

Mr. Wild: There you are! That is the
picture. If you are using all the bricks
and timber, how can a private man build?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
is definitely not in accordance with facts.

Mr. Wild: It must be.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I do
not want this to be taken in a political
sense but the horror budget, as it was re-
ferred to-

Han. D. Brand: Absolutely not political!

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: -had
the effect of reducing the avenues of credit
and, 18 months or two years ago houses
were not commenced to the extent that
they should have been. I am hoping that
private builders will set about erecting
homes in greater numbers. To those who
are all for private enterprise, and to those
who sit on the other side at this Chamber,
I suggest that they bestir themselves with
as much vigour as this Government is
bestirring the Housing Commission in the
matter of building an increased number
of houses. I can assure them that as Min-
ister for Forests and as the Minister con-
trolling the State Saw Mills and the State
Brick Works, I will do everything possible
to help with supplies. in order to help
the home builder-whether it be the State
Housing Commission, the private contrac-
tor or the self-help builder-it became
necessary for me to impose certain restric-
tions regarding the directions in which
State bricks would be distributed. It was
done for the express purpose of assisting
the housebuilding programme, irrespective
at the builder.

Hon. D. Brand: In the main, the State
Housing Commission.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Yes,
unfortunately that is true.

Hon. D. Brand: Under your direction.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
is, unfortunately or rather fortunately, un-
true. , .

Hon. D. Brand: You just said so.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
interjector was apparently endeavouring
to make me feel that my action in respect
of directing supplies of State bricks
affects detrimentally those who seek to
build houses. Surely when shops, factories,
theatres, churches and halls-

Hon. D. Brand: And the State Insurance
Office.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Yes.
But surely when shops, factories, theatres,
churches and halls were being built all
over the place, to the detriment of home
building, it indicated that something had
to be done. For that reason, not one ad-
ditional brick has been given to the Public
Works Department for the erection of the
State insurance office building. Supplies in
that regard are coming from the ordina-y
regular allocation that is made to the
Public Works Department for non-housing
projects. As to timber, the volume of pro-
duction is ever so much greater than it
was, and action has been taken to restrict
the export of jarrah, both overseas and
interstate. Somebody might query the con-
stitutional power to do that, but I an,
pleased to say, however, that the wishes
of the Government in that respect have
been fully met by the major sawniilers.
who have co-operated with us in an en-
deavour to deal with the situation. But,
as the volume of timber produced is being
increased continuously, there will eventu-
ally be no further need for these restric-
tions to be imposed.

To give some indication of the position
regarding bricks: For the first four months
of last year, I would point out that there
were 26,250,000 clay bricks manufactured
in Western Australia as against 31,000,000
for the same period this year. During the
first four months of 1953, 2,500,000 cement
bricks were manufactured, but for the
same period this year the number was
3,500,000. Those figures show that the pro-
duction of bricks increased this year by
5.750,000 and, compared with a year ago,
the total increase in production is at the
rate of 17,000,000 bricks per annum. That
is equivalent to approximately 700 extra
complete brick houses.

Hon. D. Brand: In the main, where was
the increase derived from?

The MINISTER FOR H4OUSING: From
a number of sources, and here I want to
pay tribute to the private brick manu-
facturers who have strained every nerve
and sinew to increase production and have
also co-operated to ensure that bricks are
diverted to where they are most required.
Already, this afternoon, in answer to a
question, information has been given in
.regard to the Cardup brick works, and, of
course, the State Brick Works has stepped
up its production. At the offices of the
State Housing Commission we have what
i% known as an Radvisory bureau which is
patronised by hundreds of people who go
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there for information and advice as to how
to proceed with the erection of their own
homes. In the ultimate, I trust that this
is having the effect of making it possible
for some people to provide houses for
themselves.

I-on. D. Brand: Are all the officers of
that bureau from the State Housing Com-
mission?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: There
are only two officers employed there and
they both belong to the State Housing
Commission. I have indicated just a few
of the directions in which the Government
has moved in an effort to grapple with
the problem of accommodation, but it still
maintains that additional time is required
in order to break down this vast accumu-
lation of outstanding orders for houses as
represented by the applications that have
been lodged with the State Housing Com-
mission. There is, of course, a wrong
general impression with regard to the
seriousness of the situation at present. Cer-
tain figures, as I indicated, tell only part
of the story, this being Information that
is known only to Government departments.

I do not know whether members have
felt the same reaction as myself, because
there has been, in respect of the metro-
politan Press at any rate, almost a com-
plete silence with regard to this burning
question. On this subject, which is affect-
ing at least 1.000 families who are worried
to death about the situation, there have
been no featured articles, reports of inter-
views or statements from responsible
people, or letters to the editor. However,
if one cared to write a letter to the editor
about birds' eggs or some similar subject.
there would be no difficulty about having
it published.

in other words, the Press is creating the
impression, which I hope is not in the
minds of members opposite or in the minds
of members of the Legislative Council, that
everybody is quite happy about the situa-
tion, that everything is going on quite
smoothly, and that there is no occasion
for excitement or for any action to be
taken.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Surely, you will
admit that there has been plenty of Press
propaganda!

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This
is a question which affects vitally and
intimately many thousands of people, as
reflected in the figures, and by the crowd
standing outside the offices of the Housing
Commission, which looks like a queue wait-
ing for the doors to open for a winter sale
at a departmental store. From the morn-
ing Press, one can check how many letters
to the editor have been published in con-
nection with what is going on.

Mr. Court: Are you suggesting that the
editor is suppressing letters that he re-
ceives?

The Premier: It would not be the first
time that letters to the editor have been
suppressed.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
is quite true. Only recently, I remember
that there was some criticism regarding
myself and I was informed by somebody
who works in the place that there was a
high pile of letters which were on the side
of the Minister for Housing, not one of
which appeared in that newspaper, and
there were a comparatively few letters
which gave the opposite view and one of
them was published.

Mr. Oldfield: Surely you are not suggest-
ing that "The West Australian" is biassed
against you!

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I think
I have already said sufficient, on many
occasions, with respect to that matter.
Finally, I would point out that the Govern-
ment has records and information avail-
able to it, supplied by departmental ad-
visers. Accordingly the Government knows
the position which is similar to that which
existed last year and the year before-
perhaps not to the same extent, but a simi-
lar position does confront us. It is the
Government's responsibility to measure up
to the situation and the Bill represents the
viewpoint of the Government, which is
that it is necessary to continue protection
and overcome that situation which has
been created since the 30th April.

it should be emphasised that the Gov-
ernment is left to clean up any mess that
might be created by members, not by an
attitude of frivolity but because of certain
complexes or because they have not a full
appreciation of the situation. They will
not have to face up to it; it will be the
Government that will have to do this. If
there are families, with children involved.
being thrown on to the streets, It will be
the Government that will be charged with
the serious responsibility of providing
some sort of accommodation for these
people.

Hon. D. Brand: You definitely made up
your mind at the last election, when you
said you would solve the housing problem
in three years.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That is
an interesting remark, and if that is so
I would appeal to the members of the
Opposition to allow the Government to
proceed with that object in view, instead
of permitting it to be harassed by 1.000
tenants screaming at the doors of the com-
mission.

Hon. D. Brand: You have had very real
co-operation.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: From
the very first time we sought to introduce
legislation, the present Opposition sought
to remove any effectiveness that legislation
might have. The interesting point is that.
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quite unconsciously, the Leader of the
Opposition paid a tribute to the Govern-
ment. He has said, and his party has said,
that there is no need for these controls;
there is no situation likely to cause con-
cern, because if a tenant is evicted there
is another tenant to take his place. In
other words, the Leader of the Opposition
has said that there is no housing crisis at
the present moment. To put it another
way, within 12 months the Government has
solved a. problem which it stated would
take a period of three years. I think that
is a reasonable assessment of the statement
made by the Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. D. Brand: Put that way, yes.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: He
said it on three different occasions.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: He means, at Pin-
jarra.

The MINISTER FOR ROUSING:. Re-
cently we had two or three houses at Pin-
jarra and we could not find people to put
into them.

Hon. Sir Ross MoLarty:. I will tell you
something about that,

The MINISTER FOR H7OUSING: But
that matter has been taken up. This is
an important measure and I have been
informed by the eviction officer of the
State Housing Commission-and he is not
interested in politics; I do not know his
politics-that many people come in like
dazed cattle; they are bewildered and do
not know which way to turn, particularly
when there are children involved. If they
seek accommodation elsewhere, they find
the rents so high as to be impossible of
payment. Members know that the name
of the eviction officer is Mr. Prince. He
has spoken to and handled many hundreds
of these people, and that is the position as
he sees it. It is a serious social problem,
and I trust that both this Chamber and
the Legislative Council will agree to these
principles In order to give the Government,
which assumes the responsibility, an oppor-
tunity of defending the people suffering
from housing problems until such time as
the programme can be taken up. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mr. Wild, debate ad-
journed.

BILL-SUPPLY (No. 1), £16,500,000.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day. Mr.
Moir in the Chair; the Treasurer in charge
of the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported and the report
adopted.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

in committee of Ways and Means.
The House resolved into Committee of

Ways and Means, Mr. Moir In the Chair.

The TREASURER: I move-
That towards making good the

Supply granted to Her Ma]jesty for the
services of the year ending the 30th
of June, 1955. a sumn not exceeding
£11,000,000 be granted from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund, £4,000,000
from the General Loan Fund, and
£0,500,000 from the Public Account.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported and the report

adopted.
Bill Introduced.

in accordance with the foregoing resolu-
tions, Bill introduced and read a first time.

Second Reading.

THE TREASURER (Hon. A. R. G.
H{awke-Northam) (7.333: 1 move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

HON. A. F, WATTS (Stirling) [7.34]:
Taking this, as in previous times, as a suit-
able place for the ventilation of one's
grievances, I wish to say that I have two
matters I want to refer to on the Supply
Bill, one being, I would suggest, of a public
nature and of interest to everybody, and
the other being somewhat more parochial
in character. Firstly, I shall refer to what
I consider is the extremely raw deal which
is being handed out by the Government to
Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd. in refer-
ence to its request for space at Fremantle
for the storage of extra quantities of wheat
necessitated by the present somewhat
peculiar situation in the wheat market and
the quantity of wheat that is likely to be
left on its hands from last season's crop
when the new harvest comes in.

I asked some questions this afternoon
with the intention of ascertaining If state-
ments made in the Press from time to time.
and in various newspapers I might add,
were substantially or entirely in accordance
with facts. Unfortunately, the Minister
found it necessary to postpone those ques-
tions, and as I have at present no
source of - information other than from
newspapers, I have real reason to believe.
as it has not been in any way denied, that
those statements are correct and I propose
to accept them. It appears that Co-opera-
tive Bulk Handling Ltd., not in its own
interests but in the interests of the wheat
farmers of Western Australia, and I would
say of the people of Western Australia,
generally, applied for an area in Fremantle
upon which it might build a bin or shed
for the storage of additional quantities
of wheat-I understand up to 4,000,000 or
5,000,000 bushels.
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Now let it be generally known and un-
derstood that Co-operative Bulk Handling
Ltd. is not a shareholders' profit-mak-
ing company. it has very few sharehold-
ers, and they are but nominal sharehold-
ers because its subscribed capital is an
extremely nominal fund. Its funds are
derived, of course, from the tolls it makes
from the wheatgrowers of this State in
the handling of their products, and in re-
cent times from other cereal growers as
well. Those moneys have been utilised for
the erection and maintenance of the neces-
sary facilities in the various parts of West-
ern Australia, and they have given tre-
mendous satisfaction.

Not only do I say that they have given
tremendous satisfaction to the cereal grow-
ers themselves, but they ought to have-as
far as I am concerned they have-given
great satisfaction to the Government of
the State, for in a number of instances the
company has been able to provide funds
for the erection of the necessary facilities
which otherwise might have had to be ex-
pended by the Government. It is true that
the Government of which I was a member
regarded Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd.
with benevolent eyes in view of its
undoubted service to the community, and
the fact, as I have said, that it was not
a profit-making institution as such things
are usually known, gave it rights of a
substantial character at Fremnantle in re-
gard to properties suitable for the hand-
ling of wheat which previously were vested
in the Government.

That action on the part of the previous
Government led to the then minister for
Agriculture. Hon. G. B. Wood, coming in
for some very strong criticism from the
ipresent Minister for Works. On more
than one occasion, strong dissent was ex-
pressed by him in this House to the atti-
tude of the then Government to Co-opera-
tive Bulk Handling Ltd., so much so that
it appeared to me that the hon. gentleman
had some very hard things--to put it
mildly-against the company and would.
so far as he was concerned, have conferred
upon it no right whatever that would have
assisted it to carry out its policy of benefit
to the wheatgrowers. Consequently, I do
not know whether the present position has
arisen as a result of the attitude of the
Minister for Works or the Minister for
Agriculture.

So far as I understand the Press re-
Ports. what statements have been made
have come from the Minister for Agricul-
ture, but as I understand the situation.
the land at Fremantle is under the control
of the Minister for Works. Thus, while
the voice may be the voice of Jacob. per-
haps the hand has been the hand of Esau.
I do not know. I understand that the
company was told it could not have the
land it wanted as the area was reserved
for an oil company. in all the circum-
stances of the case, I venture to say that

not one of the oil companies is entitled to
a priority greater than that of Co-opera-
tive Bulk Handling Ltd.

The company was offered an alternative
site at Fremantle which, I am informed.
would have necessitated a considerable
amount of reclamation from the foreshore
and ocean. in the question I asked to-
day. I inquired who was to pay for the
reclamation, but as the question was post-
poned, I cannot criticise from that point
of view, but I can say that it would have
entailed considerable time and expense-
and I suggest unnecessary expense--and
would probably have placed the company
in a position of accepting a site that would
have been inconvenient, probably expen-
sive, and would have necessita ted waiting
a considerable time while the reclamation
was being done before a start could be
made on the erection of the building, and
so the work would have been too late for
the purpose.

The Minister for Lands: There was the
question of the congestion at the port of
Fremantle.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: That question might
have had something to do 'With the
decision, but may I suggest that if re-
clamation was required to make space
available for the oil company or for Co-
operative Bulk Handling Ltd., in all the
circumstances the Government would have
been justified in giving the area to Co-
operative Bulk Handling Ltd. and requir-
ing the oil company to do the necessary
reclamation or have it done. Taking all
aspects into consideration, it seems to me
that that would have been the right course
to adopt, knowing C.B.H.'s requirements
and knowing that its staff are complete
experts in the handling of these problems,
which it has tackled satisfactorily over a
long period of years.

According to the Press reports, deputa-
tions from the Farmers' Union waited on
the Minister for Agriculture, the Farmers'
Union being more vitally interested in the
matter than was any other organisation.
Finally, out of all this, emerges the right
for C.B.H. to erect the premises required
at Midland Junction, approximately 25
miles from the place where the wheat
would have to be exported, in an area
which is most unsuitable and which the
company, because it has to make some
provision before the forthcoming harvest
starts to be delivered at the end of
November, accepted with the utmost re-
luctance.

That is the position in short, and I say
without hesitation that it reflects no credit
whatever upon the Government; in fact,
so far from reflecting credit, it calls for
the strongest criticism. Unfortunately, it is
too late now for anything to be done about
the matter. C.HE. will have to make the
best of a bad job and undoubtedly
will do its best with that site. I strongly
suspect, however, that the net result of
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having to use the site at Midland Junc-
tion will be to impose extra cost upon our
cereal growers.

Now to deal with the other matter. Dur-
ing the short session in April, I asked
some questions relative to the reasons that
prompted the Railway Commissioners to
refuse to inaugurate a road bus service
through Onowangerup to Ongerup, and
was informed by the Minister on the 14th
April that the reasons were the limited
patronage offering, that road services in
the outlying districts were not operating at
a profit and it was not considered desir-
able to introduce additional services while
this position exists. I direct attention to
the two points made by the minister-the
limited patronage offering and road ser-
vices in the outlying districts not operat-
ing at a profit and its being considered
undesirable to introduce additional services
while this position exists.

I wrote to the Minister making refer-
ence to the matter and in the last para-
graph stated-

I am writing you to ask that recon-
sideration be given to the (Gnowan-
gerup) Board's request and that I be
advised of your decision as quickly as
possible.

That was after the commissioners had re-
plied to the Onowangerup Road floard
declining to agree to the inauguration of
this service. I may point out, as I did to
the Minister in my communication, that
the population of the district east of
Onowangerup is not fed by any railway
further east than Ongerup and has now
extended 28 or 30 miles from that centre
and is increasing rapidly, the reason being
both public and private land settlement
development. It was mainly for that rea-
son that I asked him to reconsider the
matter and submit his decision. I received
a letter from the Minister referring me to
the communication which had been sent
by the commissioners to the Onowangerup
Road Board, and observing that he de-
clined to alter that position.

Accordingly, when the House met this
session, I asked the Minister if he would
table the papers, which he did today. I
find that the consideration which he gave
to my request is contained in a minute to
his commissioners, or commissioner,
shortly after he got it. He wrote-

Railways Commission. Forwarded
for your early consideration and draft
reply, please.

H. H. Styants,
Minister for Railways.

Two or three days later there is a minute
to him from the commissioner saying-

Draft reply to the Hon. A. F. Watts
attached as requested.

The Minister then sent me the draft reply
just as the commissioner gave it to him.
If this is the reconsideration that he might
be expected to aff ord a request of this

nature, it is an extraordinary type of re-
consideration, because he has merely said,
'Draft me a reply," and has despatched
the reply.

That is not the kind of consideration
that I believe a member of this House is
entitled to expect from the Minister in
such circumstances, because I had been
informed by the Onowangerup Road Board
that it had heard there was not unanimity
of opinion among the departmental officers
concerned with this matter and that there-
fore it was to be hoped that the Minister
would sit in judgment, finally, between the
different opinions of the senior depart-
mental officers.

I find from the files that that is just
what the position was, because on pages
221 and 222, under date the 3rd December,
1953, a recommendation came from the
Chief Traffic Manager to the effect that
this service should be established. The
last paragraph of his letter states--

Recommendation is made accord-
ingly and your early advice hereon
will be appreciated to permit, if pos-
sible, the service to be introduced as
from Monday, the 23rd December,

On page 223 there follows an estimate
made, apparently, by the Comptroller of
Accounts and Audit, because it is attached
to his letter in which he sets out that the
total estimated expenditure on the pro-
posed route works out at an average, over a
four-weekly period, of £1,071, and the esti-
mated revenue from the route on the four-
weekly period at £1,165, a net profit per
four weeks of £94.

This is estimated only on the number
of persons who, on Thursdays, use the
diesel electric train which runs between
Ongerup and Katanning and which links
uip with nothing, whereas this bus was
going to link up with the bus to Perth.
So, in all probability, far from there being
only 11 or 12 people who, it is stated some-
where in this file, would use the service,
there would be considerably more who
would take advantage of it, especially as
there are many people out there working
for the Main Roads Department and the
land settlement authorities who have no
vehicles of any kind and who would be
only too glad, probably, to use this trans-
Port when it linked up with transport to
Perth. But without all that, the service
would show a profit of £94 every four weeks.

Mr. Hutchinson: You must admit it
would have been aL departure from railway
policy to make a profit.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: I will not argue
that point. There arc, in the communica-
tion to which I last referred, certain refer-
ences to the bad state of the road, etc.
When this interesting document came
along to the commissioner he sent it again
to the Chief Traffic Manager for further
remarks. The Chief Traffic Manager sticks
to his guns and says that the road is not
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in a bad state; in fact, it is in a reasonably
good condition, with which I agree. The
Chief Traffic Manager says-

The statements in paragraph 3 of
the Comptroller of Accounts and
Audit's letter discloses a lack of appre-
ciation of the subject under review.
and to qualify this, comment is made
on the points raised as follows:.

So we come to the time when all this
business finally reached the commissioners
and I have their minute here. This is
an extract from the minutes of a meeting
of the Government Railways Commission
of the 4th February, and it appears on
page 233 of this file. It states-

In opening the discussion the Comi-
missioner said that the Comptroller
of Accounts and Audit's views had not
helped to solve the proposition and
were, in effect, only switching the
problem from one line to another.
During an inspection of the area last
November there had been a strong de-
mand for a road service, and it had
been claimed that the district was
developing fast.

The Assistant Commissioner (Engi-
neering) said he was opposed to a road
service as rail cars helped to pay over-
heads and track maintenance. Figures
obtained by him at Narrogin recently
indicated that the average patronage
per week was 12 people in the summer
and 10 in the winter.

That is where they get the figures from.
The minute concludes-

The Commissioner expressed the
opinion that on the Commissioner's
(Engineering) statement of 10-12 pas-
sengers, the additional service could
not be considered at present.

So this decision, I suggest, was arrived
at in the face of, shall I say, over-cautious
estimates, and yet it was indicated by the
Comptroller of Accounts and Audit that
the service would show a profit of £94
every four weeks. In spite of this, I am
told that the patronage offering does not
warrant the establishment of this service.

What I complain about most of all is
that when the matter is referred to the
Minister for his reconsideration, he. well-
knowing, I suggest, that it was a matter
of considerable interest to these people,
and that there were considerable changes
taking place in the area under review at
the moment, simply passes it on to the
commissioners and asks them to draft a
reply, which they do, and he signs it and
sends it to me. In order to get to the
bottom of all this business to discover
just what are the circumstances--and I
regret I have not the time to look at the
file properly; I have only referred to the
top portion of it-I have to go to all this
trouble to find out for myself what the
position is in order to determine whether
there are any facts which would warrant
further representations being made.

I can only express the hope that in
future when a member of Parliament
writes, in a courteous and proper manner,
to a Minister, asking for his reconsidera-
tion of a matter of this nature, which is
important to the district concerned, relat-
ively important to other districts adjacent
and not without importance, in all the cir-
cumstances, to a great part of the State,
he will take the opportunity of having a
real look at it, and of forming his own
opinion on the question. Good Heavens!
What is he there for? I venture to
suggest that never, in the time that I held
ministerial office, did I receive a letter of
that kind without giving attention to it
and making an attempt to form an opinion
from the information contained on the file.
but here apparently the Minister never saw
the file, until today. He asked the com-
missioner to make a reply, and the com-
missioner made it and he sent It to me.
I do not think it is a fair bet, and so I
make my protest.

MR. COURT (Nedlands) (8.1]: I wish
to deal briefly with two matters, both of
which are related to the forthcoming visit
of the Premier to the Eastern States. I
desire firstly to refer to the outcry we have
heard from this and the other States re-
garding the shortage of funds for State
works and, secondly, to the Premier's
statement with respect to the proposal of
the Commonwealth Government in relation
to a national development commission.

AS to the first matter, we have heard
many complaints from most of the States,
but we never seem to hear an account of
exactly what would be done with the extra
money if the Commonwealth Government
saw fit to release immediately a large sum
of money-perhaps Some millions of
pounds-to this State for development pur-
poses. We find that at the moment there
exists a condition of full employment as
complete as we could ever hope to get it.
in Western Australia today the figures of
persons enrolled for unemployment relief
are so low that very few of us thought such
a position possible in a country like this:
and at the same time we find that the
materials available for important works are
fully committed, with some odd exceptions.

We are therefore entitled to ask from
whence would come the men, materials and
services to utilise profitably and properly
any additional moneys that might be made
available by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. It would be a national calamity if
the clamour by the several States for extra
money were to throw Australia back into a
condition of unbalance in regard to men
and materials such as existed in the im-
mediate postwar years. I think it can fairly
be said that in the last year or so we have
reached the best state of affairs that has
been experienced since before the war as
regards the supply of materials matched
with available manpower.
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It is important, also, that there be pre-
served a discreet balance between the de-
mands of the Governments of the States
and the Commonwealth and the demands
of private industry, because if the demands
of the Governments for the available man-
power, materials and services become ex-
cessive, it follows that private industry is
denied and is less able to compete for them
than are Governments. We have bad ina
Australia, and particularly in New South
Wales, a ludicrous state of affairs, with
Government projects within one State
competing with one another with varying
degrees of success from one year to the
next according to the success of the sub-
missions of the Ministers concerned.

I would therefore like to hear from the
Premier, at this or some other appropriate
time, some amplification as to how his
Government would go about using addi-
tional funds without causing violent infla-
tion on the one hand or disorganising the
economy of the State as regards the
relationship between the demands of the
Government and of private industry on the
other hand. Doubtless, some progress
could be made by the importation of con-
tractors, men and materials independent
of what is available locally, but that, of
course, would involve great disadvantages
as far as long-term benefits to Australia
are concerned. The build up of the nation
through migration, which involves addi-
tional funds, men and materials, is a very
desirable object, and it may be that the
Government could embark on some long-
term plan deliberately to try to increase
the flow of migrants to this country, to-
gether with a corresponding increase in
the output of materials.

The second point is the proposal of the
Commonwealth Government for an advis-
ory body to serve as a national develop-
ment commission. I feel that there has
been some misunderstanding about the
original proposal put forward by the Prime
Minister. As I read his proposition, it was
to ask the States to co-operate in the
creation of a small advisory body of highly
expert persons to serve as a national
development commission and report to both
Commonwealth and State Governments
upon the economics and relative import-
ance of particular proposals. At no stage
have I found it said by the Commonwealth
Government or by the Prime Minister that
this national development commission-or
whatever it might be called-was to do
other than to report to both the Common-
wealth and State Governments upon the
economics and relative importance of par-
ticular proposals.

One gathers from the Premier's Press
statement that the proposal of the Prime
Minister was for a body intebded to dic-
tate or decide how the State Governments
should spend their money. I notice that
the Premier says that the State would on
principle oppose any authority outside

Western Australia having the right to de-
cide the State's works programme or the
order of priority in which proposed works
should be put into operation. I hope that
when the Premier visits the Eastern States
and meets the other Premiers and the
Prime Minister, he will give due considera-
tion to any proposition put forward by the
Commonwealth Government in respect of
this particular matter.

I feel that there is a degree of divergence
in the Labour movement in this regard
because, while the Premier in this State
has opposed the suggestion on principle,
and it has also been challenged by Mr.
Gair, the Premier of Queensland, and by
the Premier of New South Wales, the
Leader of the Opposition in the Common-
wealth Parliament, Dr. Evatt, has said, as
late as the 13th June, that the time has
come for a true partnership between the
Commonwealth and State Governments for
developing Australia, and he amplified that
statement, which I take to mean that he
feels that the time is opportune for a
better understanding between the States
and the Commonwealth Government re-
garding the raising and spending of the
amount of money available.

Mr. Hutchinson: You do not think that
a commission such as that would lead to
the State Government becoming more sub-
servient?

Mr. COURT:, I do not think so. I feel
that the time has arrived when we need
some body of experts that can report on
the relative merits of propositions. I would
not suggest for one minute that the States
should surrender any rights in deciding, in
the final analysis, how the money should
be used. Surely an expert body could re-
port to the Premiers and say, "This is what
we feel about these various works." They
could be divided into three groups as fol-
lows:-

(1) Works of importance to Australia
as a whole.

(2) Works of particular significance to
a given State or the development
of that state.

(3) Routine works in which the States
naturally reserve the right to say
what should and should not be
done.

If those recommendations came forward
from a responsible body, having regard for
a Predetermined formula, I feel it would
eliminate from the Commonwealth-State
financial relationships a lot of the bitter-
ness that is engendered at present.

I trust that when the Premier attends
the Premiers' Conference he will endeavour
to influence the other Premiers to examine
carefully the merits of a scheme under
which the States would not surrender the
rights they have to decide what works
shall be done, but under which a com-
mission would be set up to report in an
expert maniner on the desirability of various
projects.
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MRE. BOVELL (Vasse) (8.12]: 1 wish
to say a few words regarding the question
of water conservation and water supplies,
especially in the country areas. The Pre-
mier will recollect that recently a deputa-
tion was introduced to him by the mem-
ber for Harvey regarding the Wellington
Dam. I would further impress on the Pre-
mier's mind the need for action in regard
to this project. The extension of the irri-
gation areas further southward Is most
desirable and at the moment the Minister
for Works is having a survey made of the
Preston River-Capel area in regard to this
extension. The survey is being made with
a view to the drainage of this area and the
ultimate irrigation of it.

The State is handicapped because of the
inadequate water supplies in country
towns; and even in the South-West, where
the rainfall is heavy, there are country
towns that have been crying out for many
years for water supplies. So far the Gov-
ernment has not been able to make suffi-
cient funds available for the installation
of these country town water schemes and
I ask the Premier to give the matter fur-
ther consideration, especially for towns
which have available a ready supply of
water. The Government Geologist, Mr,
Ellis, accompanied a deputation which I
introduced to the Minister for Works. This
deputation was from the Busselton Road
Board and its members discussed with the
Minister the artesian basin which, it is
thought, extends from Mandurah to Cape
Leeuwin. I believe that this source should
be tapped. The Busselton water supply
scheme has operated for the past 50 years
and the water comes from an artesian
supply.

It is considered by authorities who should
know something about the matter that this
artesian basin extends from Mandurah to
Cape Leeuwin and it would provide ample
water for people in those areas, particu-
larly farmers in the dairying districts in
the lower South-West. Individual settlers
and farmers have not the financial re-
sources to tap this potential supply, but
if some financial assistance could be given
by the Government, I believe there would
be ample water available. Mr. Ellis is
of the opinion that it is worth investiga-
tion and the water would be invaluable
to settlers in those areas; this, in turn,
would be of immense benefit to the State.
I hope that with the passing of the Bill1and with the funds that the Government
will have available to it, consideration will
be given to the provision of extra water
supplies in our country towns and an ex-
tension of the irrigation areas further
south. Finally. I would like to stress the
importance of tapping this artesian basin
which is acknowledged by authorities to
exist in the South-West.

MR. PERKINS (Roe) [8.l7J: Last
session I asked some questions of the Min-
ister for Agriculture relating to the in-
crease of soil salinity in many of our

country areas. The Minister will Aind the
replies he gave me in the "Hansard" of
last session at page 68. His replies in-
dicated that the department did not have
any fixed ideas as to the origin of the
undoubted rise in the water table in the
low-lying areas of the eastern wheatbeic
particularly, but that certain theories were
held. Since then I have noticed that the
Government has arranged for the Com-
missioner of Soil Conservation to make a
visit overseas. Presumably, he will make
some investigation into this subject while
he is abroad.

I am hoping that the Minister for Agri-
culture will make a fuller statement than
he has done up to date in regard to this
matter and that he will make it as soon
as possible. That is my real object in
rising at this stage. I am hoping that he
will make available to members, either
in this House or by a Press statement,
whatever information he has. I do not
mind how it is done so long as the in-
formation can be passed on to those people
in the agricultural areas who are ex-
tremely concerned about the position. I
have spoken on this subject on many oc-
casions In this Chamber.

In speaking to the Bill, I do not intend
to reiterate the arguments that I have used
from time to time stressing the seriousness
of the position and urging that some
action be taken. However, I must say I
am extremely disappointed that in a prob-
lem of this magnitude no real -survey has
been made in the areas vitally affected.
As members know, in the wheatgrowing
areas of the State there is a chain of salt
lakes regarding which those in a position
to give a worth-while opinion say that in
a remote period of the past the rainfall
of the inland areas of the State was much
higher than it is now, and that these
lakes formed part of the drainage system.

Naturally, in the course of time, great
changes have taken place in the topo-
graphy of the countryside and with the
lower rainfall experienced over many
thousands of years and with the growth
of forests on land much of which may
have been bare in the past, there has not
been the need for this lakes system to
carry the quantity of water that un-
doubtedly it did in the remote past. How-
ever, the opinion is held by people who
have lived in those districts practically
ever since settlement took place, that with
some attention to freeing the obstructions
that have been created by wind action
undoubtedly the drainage through the
old lakes system could be considerably
improved without much expense.

I understand that the department has
conducted some experiments in the Mid-
lands area. I would be very interested If
the Minister would make some statement
as to any conclusion which the depart-
mental officers have been able to draw
from the experiments they have conducted
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already in the Mildlands district. Certainly
no publicity has been given to whatever
conclusion those officers have reached.

The Minister for Lands: Quite a bit of
publicity was given to that matter three
or four weeks ago arising out of a deputa-
tion to me from the Farmers' Union.

Mr. PERKINS: I am sorry I missed
that; I will be interested to see it. It is
certain that the problem is of consider-
able magnitude. Members will recall that
several years ago the Government of the
day brought an expert from the Eastern
States, Mr. Pennefather, who made some
investigation-not particularly lengthy-
into the problem. His report was published
in the Press after a great deal of agitation
on the part of people interested. For some
reason there was great resistance against
its publication on the part of the depart-
ment. It was said that it was not in a
suitable form to be published. However,
after publication it was difficult to under-
stand why the objections had been raised.
What appears in that report is sufficient
to indicate that that expert from the East-
ern States took a very seirious view of the
soil salinity problemn in Western Australia.

The Minister for Lands: Of course, you
'know that we do not always get full co-
operation from farmers either.

Mr. PERKINS. All I can say in reply
to that interjection is that the depart-
ment took jolly fine care that it did not
get co-operation because the officer con-
cerned who accompanied Mr. Pennefather
took no action whatsoever to contact people
in the eastern areas who were anxious to
demonstrate the seriousness of the prob-
lem as they saw it.

The Minister for Lands: I was talking
about the reporting of salt patches. The
value of a farmer's property depreciates
because of them and naturally he is most
reluctant to make that information known.

Mr. PERKINS: The problem is so wide-
spread that it is impossible to camouflage
it and one has only to drive along a coun-
try road to see evidence of salt on a pro-
perty so affected. However, be that as
it may. I am not particularly concerned
about those points. What I am stressing
is the need for some greater action on the
part of the department. If the inivestigat-
ing officers do go out to those areas, I
hope they will have sufficient power to
make whatever surveys are necessary in
order fully to inform themnselves on the
problem. However, I can assure the Min-
ister that so far as the local authorities
and the farming community are concerned,
he will get 100 per cent. co-operation-

The Minister for Lands: That is what
we want.

Mr. PERKINS: -in any action required
in order to mitigate the seriousness of the
problem. I have noted that in certain
areas the local authorities and the people
concerned are taking action at their own

expense to put in drainage channels in
certain areas. However, this type of local
action is not going to solve the problem.
If one farmer is successful in draining the
water off his property, it will only force
it somewhere else and make the problem
more serious for some other landholder.

The Minister for Lands: We have offi-
cers permanently employed on that, you
know.

Mr. PERKINS: We do not see very
much of them. I doubt whether they are
getting out on the job very much.

The Minister for Lands: Oh yes, they
are!

Mr. PERKINS: The area I know best
is the main eastern wheatbelt. The prob-
lem is great there. There is a large lakes
system to the east of Brookton which is
actually lower than the Avon River. In
the early stages of the winter the Avon
River overflows near Brockton and runs
into that lakes system, filling the lakes
before the water carries on down the or-
dinary course of the river to empty itself
into the Swan River and finally into the
sea. In a wet winter, such as we had last
year, after the lakes fill up and the water
begins to come down from the far in-
land areas--even those parts towards Ka*
goorlie--it drains through the lakes sys-
tem into the Swan River.

In a wet winter there is a big flow intc
those lakes from the eastern area and thic
water rises to such a level that the flow is
reversed and comes into the Avon Rivez
to cause severe flooding, in some years,
at York, Northam and Toodyay. So it Ac
a complex problem indeed. I realise thai
whatever action is taken it will be a num-
her of Years before the programme it
carried out. That is absolutely inevitable
but time is slipping by. It was 12 years
ago, after I entered this Chamber, thai
I first discussed the problem in the House
and I know that at the time there was
a great deal of agitation in the farmlnj
areas for some action to be taken. Twelv(
years have passed and we are only where
we started.

The Minister for Lands: It is probably e
bit worse.

Mr. PERKINS: The problem has becomE
worse in the meantime. I have the feel-
ing, even after the publication of Mr
Pennefather's report, that the Commis-
sioner of Soil Conservation is not suffi
ciently seized with the importance of thE
problem.

The Minister for Lands: He spend
almost the whole of his time on that par,
ticular problem.

Mr. PERKINS: I may be wrong in mak-
Ing that statement-

The Minister for Lands: You are wrong
Mr. PERKINS: -but I can only say thal

I have that feeling. I know that at varioli
timcs the commissioner has s9aid. "I a
afraid it Is Inevitable that you are going t(
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lose some of that country; it will go salt
and you cannot do anything about it."
Originally, before any clearing was done
in those areas, there was no salt problem
there at all. An infinitesimal part of that
country was salt lake, as it is now; a very
limited area indeed. In the course of 30
odd years of settlement we have this very
large acreage-I would hesitate to guess
how much It is--but it is very large.

I know of farms which were classed as
100 per cent. first class when originally
surveyed and selected 30 odd years ago: at
the present time there are only a few acres
that are not salt. Those are the worst
cases. But the problem is of very great
magnitude and the point I stress is that
this is some of the most fertile of the
agricultural land we have in this State.
It is that flat wheatbelt soil that in normal
circumstances grows excellent crops and
very good feed. So the problem is a very
severe one indeed. If that amount of dam-
age has been done in 30-odd years of
settlement, then I hesitate to think what
damage may be done in the next 30 years
unless we do something to prevent it.

Members know there is a, good deal of
light land adjacent to the heavy ground
that has been alienated in recent years.
As soon as the natural shrubs are taken
off, there is a tendency for that country
to shed water, particularly in the early
stages, before it is possible to get better
pastures on to it. There is plenty of
evidence in country I know very well in-
deed, because I live there, that the run-off
in much of it is far greater than what we
have been accustomed to see in the past.
The difficulties experienced last winter in
many of our wheatbelt areas because of
local flooding makes many of us fear what
the position may be in a run of wet seasons.
I do not, however, want to paint an unduly
alarming picture of the situation. I do
think it is a serious one, but I feel it is not
insoluble.

H-on. Sir Ross MeLarty: Is it affecting
the water supply as well?

Mr. PERKINS: No, it does not get Into
any of our water supply catchments. The
Avon River actually catches all that from
the eastern areas.

H-on. Sir Ross McLarty: What about the
wells?

Mr. PERKINS: Any wells close to the
salt lakes have been written off many years
ago. For the benefit of the Leader of the
Opposition, there is no doubt at all about
the rise in the salt-water table, because
wells sunk in the early days of settlement
when water was S0ft. down now have salt
water l0ft. from the surface. So there Is
no doubt that the salt-water table has
risen, and that is the prime cause of the
salting of soils in our main agricultural
areas,

There is another problem of seepage salt
in soils, -which is very noticeable in por-
lionts of the Avon Valley, where water

seeps into the soils at a higher level, picks
up the salts on the way down, reaches an
impervious layer and coming out the
surface, deposits salt on the top, and we
get the characteristic salt patches on the
hills. But obviously from Mr. Penne-
f ather's report, there was more alarm about
the rise in the salt-water table than there
was about surface salting.,

Probably the problem of surface salting
can be better dealt with by the develop-
ment of certain Pastures which can absorb
a greater paroportion of water before it
seeps down. There are species of plants
which are more salt tolerant and can grow
on Patches where the salt comes out on
the surface of the soil. My real reason for
rising at this juncture was to ask the
Minister for Agriculture to take the first
suitable opportunity, whether in this House
or by a Press statement, to publish what-
ever information he has. I hope he will
also say something about the investiga-
tions which T trust the Commissioner of
Soil Conservation is making while on his
present trip.

The Minister for Lands: You can rest
assured on that.

MR. O'BRIEN (Murchison) 18.361: I
would like to stress the importance of
Commonwealth financial assistance f or the
goldmining industry in this State. As we
all know, the problem has been brought
about by heavy increased costs. A gold
subsidy was proposed and an announce-
ment was made by the Prime Minister in
a policy speech early in May that his Gov-
ernment proposed to authorise the pay-
ment of a subsidy on gold to a maximum
of 30s. an ounce. It was good news for
a section of the mining industry that suf-
fered severely in the postwar years from
rising costs and fixed prices for gold. The
subsidy would not help many goldmines
at the moment. It would keep some
marginal producers going and would
lighten the burden of others whose costs
are nearing the ceiling price of gold.

But the gesture is appreciated, for it is
an acknowledgment that gold does make
some positive contribution to the national
economy. The Prime Minister made that
announcement and it was very good news
to the representatives of the goidmining
towns and electorates. I would point out,
however, that at least £2,000,000 is re-
quired to assist adequately the goidmining
industry in this State. Had the Federal
Leader of the Opposition been returned,
his promise of 100 per cent. would have
been fulfilled, and this would have meant
many more shillings per ounce subsidy.

H-on. J. B. Sleeman: He will get back
next time.

Hon. D. Brand: You seem to be looking
ahead.

Mr. OSBRIEN: For my part, I have no
complaint as far as the present Govern-
ment is concerned; it has done a good job
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with respect to the goldinining industry.
The task is to make finance available to
enable the goidnaines to carry on-I am
now speaking of marginal mines in par-
ticular-and to assist the prospectors and
smaller syndicate mines as well.

I am proud indeed of the opportunity to
inform members of the progress that has
been made in some of the towns in the
Murchison electorate. Firstly, there is the
goidmine known as Hill 50 which is pro-
ducing gold from a few dwts. to many
ounces. There is a group of mines oper-
ating at present in the Mt. Magnet area
such as Hill 50 Extended, Hill 50 Central
and Mt. Magnet Development, but further
north we are not so prosperous. With
finance made available to the Minister for
Mines to enable his plans to be Put into
operation towns such as Cue, Meekatharra.
Sandstone and Agnew will also prove satis-
factory gold Producers for many years
ahead. The Beria mine at L a ver t on
known as Lancefield is producing satisfac-
torily, and the Boomerang mine at Bourke-
ville is under option to a company at a
price of £20,000. So I sincerely wish-
and I have confidence that this wish will
be carried out by the Premier-that when
he attends the Premiers' Conference at
Canberra he will stress to the Common-
wealth Government the importance of as-
sistance to the goldmining industry.

Another Problem that confronts the Mur-
chison is housing. In towns such as Mt.
Magnet, where there has been a big in-
crease of Population, houses are very neces-
sary in order to attract the right type of
citizens, such as married men, to the
town. As in the majority of other towns,
the tenant here is suffering from increased
rentals. Houses that used to be available
at 10Os., 1s. or £1. a week, are being rented
at 35s., £2, and £2 15s. per week.

Hon. D2. Brand: Where is that?
Mr. O'BRIEN: At Mt. Magnet. With re-

gard to the sale of houses some of which
were bought very cheaply 40 years ago,
but cannot be condemned now for the
simple reason that people are obliged to
live in them, are up for sale at enormous
prices. Houses which in those days cost
£50 or £75, are being offered for sale by
their owners at £250, £:450 and £750.

Hon. D2. Brand: noes that apply to
Meekatharra?

Mr. O'BRIEN: Not at Meekatharra.
There houses are scarce, but fortunately
we have a sympathetic Government and a
sympathetic Minister for Housing. He
has approved of a number of houses being
erected at Meekatharra, and some at Mt.
Magnet, to be let to approved tenants.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: You have just
come in in time to hear the praise.

Mr. O'BRIEN: Many tenants at Mt.
Magnet have been evicted. I know this
because I only returned from that town
last week. More houses are urgently re-
quired in that district.

Hon. 12. Brand: If the Minister for
Housing has doubled the erection of houses
in the city, why has he not done that in
the country?

Mr. O'BRIEN: Married miners are suf-
fering greatly in this town, but I would
emphasise that the Minister for Housing
is doing all in his power to overcome that
very embarrassing position. The Minis-
ter has been very considerate and has pro-
mised to build homes for distressed fami-
lies there. Last week I was invited to a
home of a married miner, the father of
six small children, the eldest being 12 or
13. I discovered that when the rental was
increased recently to £2 5s. a week, he
wanted to purchase the house which cost
between £50 and £55, even including out-
standing rates at that time. But the
owner wanted £250 for the house. So we
are confronted with such difficult prob-
lems, but I feel confident that they will
be solved. Regarding the railways, no
doubt we have been taxed by the impo-
sition of increased freights.

Hon. Sir Ross Mctarty: No doubt at all.

Mr. O'BRIEN: We got the increased
freights all in one lump because over the
Period of years the previous Government
did not impose higher rail charges.

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: You like it in
big lumps?

Mr. O'BRIEN: The Government did not
increase the freights because it felt it
might have been very embarrassing at the
time. The Meekatharra-Wiluna line
which, I understand, was threatened by
the previous Government, still remains in-
tact under the present Administration. I
can see that freight reduction is in sight
because of likely assistance being given to
the goldmining industry.

Mr. Hutchinson: What about the Sand-
stone line?

Hon. D2. Brand: You are embarrassing
the Premier!

Mr. O'BRIEN: I sincerely trust, for the
sake of the people of the Murchison, that
starting price betting legislation will be
introduced this session.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: What do you
want to do? Are you going to legalise it?

Mr. O'BRIEN: Yes, certainly. Person-
ally, I believe that starting price betting
should be legalised.

Hon. D2. Brand: Is it true that you are
introducing a Hill to this effect during the
session?

Mr. O'BRIEN: Last session I introduced
a Bill which was Passed by this Chamber,
so I daresay that if I introduce a Bill on
starting price betting, it might be just as
successful.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Has it done
away with the fracteur headaches you in-
troduced?.
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Mr. O'BRIEN: I might say that we do
get the two bottles now, and they relieve
our fracteur headaches!

With regard to roads, I feel sure that
in the near future the road from Wubin
to Payne's Find and then to Mt. Magnet
will be bitumninised. Magnet at present
has an assured outlook for a period of 25
or 30 years and will become the Golden
Mile of the Murchison. I believe that
the present Government will assist, as did
the previous Government. and ensure that
a sealed road is provided to Wubin as
soon as money becomes available. If only
10 miles were built, it would be a step
in the right direction. A bitumen road
from Mullewa to Yalgoo to cater for many
people travelling to the main port of the
Murchison. namely, Geraldton, I feel sure.
will be commenced as money becomes
available.

BON. A. V. R. ABBOTT (Mt. Lawley)
[8.51]: I do not wish to labour the debate.

The Premier: Do not "liberal" it, either.
Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: The Govern-

ment should give further consideration to
the question of having a development ad-
visory committee. This matter has been
mentioned by the member for Nedlands.
The Premier will admit, I think, that it is
extremely difficult to secure continuity
in relation to a major public work. One
major work required in this State is a
deep-water port at Derby to give an out-
let for the Kimberleys, which must expand.
I understand that the estimate for the
work is something like £1,000,000.

Then we shall need another large reser-
voir for the metropolitan area in the not
distant future. The construction of such
works would have to be continued from
year to year and a large sum of money
set apart for the purpose. They are not
works of an ordinary routine nature, such
as the building of schools and other pub-
lic works that have to be carried on year
after year. They are of a developmental
nature, and as such cause embarrassment
to the Government if it cannot maintain
continuity.

The only way in which this can be done
is to have an understanding with the other
States for some priority to be given, and I
cannot see how the States will accept any
Priority arrangement unless there is inde-
pendent expert advice that is acceptable
to them all. Where would Western Aus-
tralia be without the Grants Commission?
That is an expert body, and no State, so
far as I am aware, has challenged its re-
commendations, nor have the representa-
tives of any State in the Federal Parlia-
liament opposed the recommendations. A
body of that nature is what we require so
that a Government such as ours, with
many developmental works of a major
nature in view, may be assured of a con-
tinuity of funds for those works. There
may be some works the construction of

which the Commonwealth has agreed to
assist on a pound-for-pound basis, and the
State might not be able to achieve the full
acceptance because of a shortage of
money.

The Minister for Health: Would You
agree to the Commonwealth's superseding
the States in priority?

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: Not at all. It
would be a matter for acceptance by the
various States rather than by the Com-
monwealth. I consider that a start must
be made in that direction. It is well known
that our Government has been embarrassed
by commitments that had to be made, for
instance, in connection with the railways.
When those commitments were made, there
did not seem to be any likelihood of a
situation arising whereby it would be ex-
tremely difficult to meet them. Yet we
were obliged to ask contractors to post-
pone their debts. It is not a good thing
for Western Australia, or for Australia as
a whole, to have to ask a British firm to
postpone its debts.

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: We were not
the only State to do so.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: That is so. I
believe that the Premier of Victoria stated
that a most important work had to be
closed down temporarily, and probably
that was one of a developmental nature.
The Commonwealth is not in the same
position because it has the final say, in
many respects, in the matter of raising
money. Consequently, it is not placed in
an embarrassing position.

The Minister for Health: The Common-
wealth has the big stick.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: That is so. If
the States could come to some agreement
along the lines I have suggested, it would
be to their advantage, though not to the
advantage of the Commonwealth. If such
an arrangement were made, the States
would have a big lever in lean years when
calling upon the Commonwealth for as-
sistance. On the other hand, with all the
States calling on the Commonwealth for
assistance, the Commonwealth could not
grant a million pounds to Western Aus-
tralia for a deep-water port because the
other States would also want a million,
and in that event the Commonwealth is
in a position to do exactly nothing.

If we had an independent body, such
as the Grants Commission, I believe that
the Commonwealth would not hesitate to
assist the claimant States to the full ex-
tent of the recommendations, and I see no
reason why some such body should not
be conceived for the protection not only
of Western Australia but also of all the
States. Then some pressure could be
brought to bear upon the Commonwealth
to grant more assistance for developmental
works than is being made available at pre-
sent and thus enable the States to be as-
sured of continuity of funds for major
works of a developmental nature.
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MR. NIlUMO (Wembley Beaches)
[8.59l: 1 think I may as well offer a few
words on the bill that the Premier will
have to present when he goes to Canberra.
My remarks have to do with education. I
feel much concerned about the position in
one of my areas, Scarborough, on account
of the -growth of the district and the edu-
cation needs of the children. The position
is so serious that I have decided to make
a door-to-door canvass to ascertain the
number of children in the district.

In my estimation, it will not be many
years before the Scarborough and North
Beach population reaches anything from
60,000 to 80,000. 1 can see great growth
in the district. On the north side of the
main Scarborough-rd. there were, not
many years ago, very few houses. I have
been endleavouring to find out the number
of children in the district and I am class-
Ing them in three sections. I have not
completed that section although one of
the others I have. I estimate that on the
north side of the main road there is one
child per house that is under construction.

The Minister for Health: That is of
school age.

Mr. NIMMO: No, one to 14. 1 estimate
that up to date there are at least 1,700
children between the ages of one and 14
living on that side of the road. That.
as I have said, is allowing for one per house
under construction. In the first part of
that section, where most of the building
is going on, the average is two children
per house. Nearer to the heart of Scar-
borough, the average drops to U* children
per house, and in the more established sec-
tions the average is a little over 1J,
I think that when I have completed the
figures for the whole of Scarborough they
will be very interesting.

I want to impress on the Premier that
when we go to the Education Department
we are told, "There is no money available."
I would like the Premier to treat this mat-
ter as urgent because I think other districts
are in the same position. At the Double-
view school we have about '700 children,
and I would say that the school is over-
crowded, The lower school is also over-
crowded. A class is held in the Pavilion
on the sports ground. Many of the chil-
dren on the north side of the main road
have almost a mile to walk to school, which
seems to mae to be rather a long way.

We have been promised that an eight-
roomed school, which will cost £40.000 to
£45,000, and perhaps more, will be built at
North Scarborough. We will have to watch
the position in regard to the education of
the children in that district because the
majority of those of four years of age
will, within two years or less, be going to
school. I hope later to be able to give
the House the exact figures of the number
of houses that are in the district, which
I roughly estimate at about 2,600 in the
Scarborough area.

Another point in regard to educational
facilities there that we have to keep in
mind is the provision of a high school.
We hear of other districts wanting high
schools, but in the near future we will want
one very badly in the Scarborough-North
Beach area. Some of the Scarborough
children go to the Kcent Street High School
and we have now, with the assistance of
the Minister for Transport, a school bus
running from Scarborough to Claremont
on the back beach road. I repeat that I
hope the Premier stresses the need for
E s. d. for schools because schooling Is very
important. Later, when I get my official
figures, I hope to be able to pass them
on to the Minister for Education, and I
trust they will be of great assistance to
him.

There are two matters the Minister for
Housing needs to watch very closely In
relation to the growth at Scarborough. and
they are the provision of water and light.
During the summer months it is nothing
to get half a dozen rings during the night
from the high parts of Wembley, Floreat
Park, City Beach, floubleview and Scar-
borough, saying, "We have no water." I
would like the Minister for Housing to
watch the position closely because many
extensions have been made to the water
supply in North Scarborough. I will feel
much happier when a pipeline is put
through from Mt. Yokine to somewhere
between Scarborough and North Beach.

The lighting position is very similar.
although the State Electricity Commission
during the last six or 12 months has done
a fairly good job because we did have
quite a. number of weak spots throughout
my district, I would also like to know
whether the Premier would consider put-
ting up some scheme to take over the
beaches from the different road boards
and other authorities that now control
them. We in Scarborough think that
Paying for the amenities on the beach
imposes a great strain on the people of
that locality.

When we sum up the position in a new
district like Scarborough, we find it wants
footpaths and roads, but the road board
has not the money with which to provide
them, and there is no other way of bor-
rowing money-although I think the State
Housing Commission would, up to a point,
help with the provision of roads in the new
areas. On a hot night or week-end thous-
ands of people are to be seen on the beach
using the amenities that are provided,
but only a small percentage of the resi-
dents of Scarborough do so. I think the
time has come when we should secure
funds from the Government so that every-
body will share in the maintenance of the
beaches, I hope the Premier will consider
the question of providing money for these
amenities--schooling, extension of water
supplies and maintenance of beaches.

67
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THE TREASURER (Hon. A. R. G.
flawke-Northam-in reply) [9.9]: 1 would
like to say a few words in reply to some
of the points raised. The member for
Stirling dealt with the question of land
recently required by Co-operative Bulk
Handling Ltd. to enable that company to
establish additional storage facilities for
grain, especially, of course, for wheat. He
claimed that in this matter the company
had received a raw deal from the Govern-
ment. I am sure it is true to say that
all Governments in this State have, at all
times, given that company a reasonably
good deal. I do not know of any other
company which has received a deal any-
where near as good. The company in
question already occupies a very substan-
tial area in the Fremantle district. When
it applied, as it did recently, for a large
additional area of land, the Government
had to look at the position reasonably from
the point of view of all the interests con-
cerned.

As regards the area which the company
wanted on this occasion, we found that an
undertaking had been given, a considerable
time before, to an oil company, to the
effect that the land concerned would be
reserved for the needs of that organisation.
It might be easy to think that when a
company such as Co-operative Bulk Hand-
ling Ltd. came along, the Government
could wipe aside all other interests no
matter what undertakings might have
been given to them, and say, "We are
sorry about the undertakings which have
been given but Co-operative Bulk Handling
Ltd. has come along and wants this land
and we must grant the request." but that
could not be done.

When the Government found Itself in
the position of not being able to make
this land available to Co-operative Bulk
Handling Ltd., it looked around to see
whether any other suitable land could be
made available and Cabinet decided to
offer the company an area of railway land
at Midland Junction. In offering the
company that land we had to sacrifice, as
it were, the forward interests of the Rail-
way Department. It might very well
Drove that in a few years' time this land
which we have made available to Co-opera-
tive Hulk Handling Ltd. will be urgently
required by the Railway Department, but
nevertheless we have taken the risk in-
volved in that regard and have offered the
land to the company in order that its
problem might be solved as reasonably as
possible in the circumstances.

Midland Junction may be inconvenient
or costly to the company in some respects
and the establishment of grain storage
facilities there might cost the growers of
the grain a small amount of additional
money. I do not know whether the com-
pany looked for private land anywhere
closer to Fremantle than is Midland Junc-
tion but there was nothing to prevent it
from doing so. Had it followed that course

it might have found suitable private land
ever so much closer to Fremantle, but
whether it even bothered to search for
land of that character I do not know. I
have already said that I think all Gov-
ernments in this State have given Co-
operative Bulk Handling Ltd. an exception-
ally fair and reasonable deal and I would
go so far as to say that all Governments
In this State have always given the wheat-
growers a better deal than has been given
to any other section of primary producers.

Therefore I think that, in the special
circumstances as described by the Leader
of the Country Party, the company con-
cerned has not been unfairly treated nor
have the growers of grain who are con-
cerned in the matter. I wish also to say
that the Minister for Works was not the
villain in this piece. He was as anxious
as we all were to do the best possible for
Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd. and, in
that way, the best possible for the wheat-
growers.

The hon. member also castigated the
Minister for Railways for having allegedly
received a letter from him-which part
of the story was quite true-and with hav-
ing sent it on to the Railway Department
for a suggested reply and, having received
the suggested reply from the Railways
Commission, with having, without further
ado, sent it to the member for Stirling. I
feel that the hon. member has a rather
short memory in this matter and that if he
will call upon the very good memory which
he possesses, he will know that when such
a situation develops within a department,
as between the officers and the Minister,
the officers do not send only the suggested
or draft reply, but send the draft reply on
the file, and therefore the Minister, when
he receives the draft reply, receives the
file and is able to study the appropriate
papers to satisfy himself that the reply
is one with which he could agree.

I hazard a guess that there were times
when the member for Stirling, as a Minis-
ter of the Crown, adoptedl draft replies
sent to him by officers. I hazard a guess
also that there were other occasions when
he made substantial alterations to the
suggested replies and still other instances
when he would not have anything to do
with the suggested draft reply and made
a decision entirely different. I maintain
that he came to all those decisions be-
cause when the draft reply was sent to him,
he received not only it but also the appro-
priate file which he studied to the extent
he considered necessary in the cir-
cumstances and made up his own mind
accordingly. I would go so far as to say
that if, after the House rises, the mem-
ber for Stirling and the Minister for Rail-
ways should meet in one of the members'
rooms and have a face to face and heart
to heart discussion about the details of
this matter, the Minister for Railways
would not come off second best. The re-
sult might be a draw but I am sure that
the Minister for Railways would know as
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much about what is in the file and about
the detailed circumstances of the problem
as would the member for Stirling.

The member for Nedlands and the mem-
ber for Mt. Lawley discussed the question
of the Commonwealth proposal to set up
some sort of a committee to do something
in relation to a works priority programme
that would be applicable to all the States.
It is true that I said my view in regard
to this proposal was that, on a point of
principle, I would oppose any authority
outside Western Australia having the right
to decide what works we would Put in
hand or the order of priority that they
should be given, and I say that again. I
hope that every member of this House
would say the same thing.

I think the Press report from which
the member for Nedlands quoted said more
than he read to the House. I went fur-
ther, in the interview with the Press re-
porter concerned, than the hon. member
quoted, and I pointed out that at this
stage I knew no more about the proposal
of the Commonwealth than had appeared
in the Press and consequently preferred to
make no other comment than I had al-
ready offered on the basis of principle and
Principle alone. I would be anxious as
anyone to learn something official from the
Commonwealth about these proposals, and
presumably the Premiers, at the Premiers'
Conference, will receive an official explan-
ation from the Prime Minister as to what
the proposals of his Government actually
are and what they will mean if they are
adopted.

However, I would utter this word of
warning: This question of setting up an
expert committee on an Australia-wide
basis to direct or even advise the States
in regard to works priorities is not as easy
as it sounds and could, in practice, work
out to be thoroughly unacceptable, espe-
cially to a State like Western Australia.
In this debate today we have had some
members stressing the importance and
urgency of developmental works; we have
had other members stressing the urgency
and necessity for school buildings.

So in these matters one has to make up
one's own mind in a way which is not
always upon the basis of desirability from
the point of view of development or from
the Point of view of bringing about the
greatest quantity of increased production.
Quite often one has to make up one's
mind on the basis of urgency. In other
words, if there is a great shortage of
schools, hospitals and other public build-
ings, then no matter how much one might
feel that one aught to carry out public
works to Increase development, one cannot
carry out those works at the expense of
keeping the children of the State without
sufficient school accommodation, or the
sick People of the State without sufficient
hospital accommodation, and so on.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: Of course, I envis-
age that you would probably get something
extra.

The TREASURER: I am inclined to
think that if we are offered anything extra
by the Commonwealth, the Commonwealth
will want to have a deciding voice as to
the undertakings upon which that money
will be spent in the respective States.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: In setting up
this national advisory committee, do not
you think it is the desire of the Common-
wealth to help the States?

The TREASURER: I should hope so.
Hon. Sir Ross Metarty: I am sure it is.
The TREASURER: But at this stage I

think we ought to suspend judgment about
a proposal in connection with which we
know nothing official. I have expressed
an opinion about a principle which will
allow some authority outside Western Aus-
tralia to have the right to decide what
works we. as a State. will put into opera-
tion and the priority of those works.

Hon. Sir Ross Mciarty: After all, it is
an advisory committee, you know.

The TREASURER: I do not even know
that.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: The Prime Min-
ister said something about it in his policy
speech.

The TREASURER: I have had nothing
official about it.

Mr. Hutchinson: Regarding development.
about which you spoke, do you think we
can legitimately ask for a reduction in
the scale of migration?

The TREASURER: That is a separate
problem. If the flow of migrants coming
into a country is reduced, it reduces the
physical ability of the country to do the
things which are necessary to achieve more
progress and more development.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLarty: The Common-
wealth is not likely to agree to that.

The TREASURER: In connection with
the matters raised by other members, in
some instances the Ministers concerned
have listened, and regarding other items,
which come under the departments con-
trolled by the Minister for Works--who is
unavoidably absent this evening-they will
be referred to him for his consideration.

I am sure that every member knows that
the best way to get things done is not
only to make speeches in Parliament in
connection with them. making speeches
in Parliament regarding something a
member desires in his electorate, or in the
State, is thoroughly in order; I do not
offer one grain of criticism about it. But
if a member really wants to take the pro-
posal to a more practical stage and have
a better prospect of getting what he desires
done, he should approach the appropriate
Minister personally. All members, as a
result of their experience, know that. It
is necessary, to some extent, to carry on a
softening-up process of the main depart-
mental officers concerned and there will
even come a time, in some negotiations
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which members carry on, when they will
have to do that when they approach the
Treasurer himself.

Mr. Nalder: That is interesting advice.
Question Put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee. etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

House adjourned at 9232 p.m.

IwridtatiucAawubt
Thursday, 24th June, 1954.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
pin., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

RAILWAYS.

(a) As to Increase of Staff and
Expenditure.

Hon. A. F. WATTS asked the Minister
for Railways:

(1) Has the number of Railway Depart-
ment employees increased since the 1st
July last?

(2) If so, by what number of employees,
and in what sub-departments?

(3) What additional expenditure will
the extra numbers involve per annumn in
respect of salaries and wages?

(4) To what extent were the increases
caused by increased traffic offering, and
if, to any extent, what is the increase in
traffic?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Increases or decreases in staff have

occurred in all sections of the department,
the overall effect being a net increase of
9.1. The greatest increase was in the
traffic operating staff, the numbers of
which are now and have been for some
considerable time, under-strength.

(3) At the average rate per employee
as at the 30th June, 1953, approximately
£64,000.

(4) From the latest information avail-
able the ton-milage of paying traffic for
the current year was 119,695,215 higher
than the corresponding period 1952-53 and
43,403,197? more than 1951-52 which was
a record year.

(b) As to Overhead Bridge, Maylands.
Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Minister for

Railways:,
In reply to a question asked by me on

the 8th April last, regarding the Seventh
Avenue overhead bridge, he stated that
reconstruction of this bridge would comn-
mence in May. As no start has yet been
made, can he give the House an assurance
as to when work will definitely commence,
and if not, why not?

The MINISTER replied:
The reply given to the hon. member's

question on the 8th April was to the
effect that it was hoped to commence this
work during the month of May. Work
will now definitely commence next week.

SEWERAGE.

As to Completion in Claremont Area.

Hon. C. F. J. NORTH asked the Mini-
ster for Works:

Will he use his best endeavour to have
the sewerage work in Devon-rd. and
Davies-rd., Claremont, completed this
year?


